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Donald Trump

Donald John Trump (born June 14, 1946) is an American businessman, media
personality, and politician who is serving as the 47th president of the United States
since January 20, 2025, after previously holding the office as the 45th president
from 2017 to 2021. 1112

The fourth of five children born to real estate developer Frederick Christ Trump Sr.
and homemaker Mary Anne MacLeod Trump in Queens, New York, Trump
graduated from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania before
joining the family business.¥!12l |n 1971, he assumed control of the Trump
Organization, transforming it into a multinational conglomerate focused on luxury
real estate development, including iconic properties like Trump Tower in

Manhattan and ventures in hotels, golf courses, and casinos. [41121[3]

Trump's public profile surged with his role as host and executive producer of the
NBC reality television series The Apprentice, which premiered in 2004 and ran for
14 seasons, emphasizing competitive business challenges and popularizing his
decisive management style. ! The show's success elevated his brand as a self-
made tycoon, despite multiple corporate bankruptcies in the 1990s and 2000s
affecting Atlantic City casino holdings. [8!

Entering politics without prior elected office, Trump secured the Republican
nomination in 2016 and defeated Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton in the
Electoral College (304-227), despite trailing in the national popular vote, amid
voter concerns over globalization, immigration, and establishment politics. 617 His
first term prioritized America First policies, including tax reductions through the
2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, deregulation efforts that spurred pre-pandemic
economic expansion with record-low unemployment rates, and brokering the
Abraham Accords for Middle East peace. 8 Controversies marked the period,
including two impeachments by the House—first in 2019 over Ukraine aid and a
second in 2021 related to the January 6 Capitol events following his refusal to

concede the 2020 election to Joe Biden, which he and supporters alleged involved
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widespread irregularities, though courts largely rejected challenges. (8]

Trump reclaimed the presidency in 2024, defeating Democratic nominee Kamala
Harris with 312 electoral votes by sweeping all seven battleground states,
reflecting shifts in voter coalitions including gains among Hispanic and Black
working-class demographics. °! His second term has emphasized rapid
executive actions on immigration enforcement, energy independence, and

reversing prior administration policies.
Early Life and Family Background

Childhood and Upbringing

Donald John Trump was born on June 14, 1946, at Jamaica Hospital in Queens, New
York City, the fourth of five children born to Frederick Christ Trump, a real estate
developer, and Mary Anne MacLeod Trump, a homemaker. 8110 His older siblings
were Maryanne (born 1937), Fred Jr. (1938), and Elizabeth (1942), with younger
brother Robert (1948); the family traced paternal roots to German immigrants from
Kallstadt and maternal lineage to Scottish Highlanders from the Isle of Lewis. 3111
The Trumps lived in a 23-room colonial-style home in the affluent Jamaica Estates
enclave of Queens, reflecting the upward mobility achieved through Fred Trump's
construction of over 27,000 apartments and single-family homes in Brooklyn and

Queens during the post-World War Il housing boom. [3112]

Fred Trump's business, focused on middle-income rentals and federally subsidized
projects in outer boroughs, emphasized efficiency and opportunism amid New
York's housing shortages, exposing young Trump to construction sites where he
collected nails and learned basic work habits from age eight."311"*] Mary Anne
MacLeod, who emigrated from Scotland in 1930 at age 18 seeking domestic work
during the Great Depression, became a U.S. citizen in 1942 and managed family
logistics, instilling values of perseverance drawn from her crofter upbringing amid
poverty and wartime rationing on the Outer Hebrides."®!['6] The household
operated under Fred's demanding routine, with children expected to contribute to
tasks reflecting a Protestant work ethic rooted in his own ascent from carpentry

apprenticeship. 2!
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Trump attended the private Kew-Forest School in Forest Hills, Queens, from
kindergarten through seventh grade, where his energetic demeanor sometimes
manifested as assertiveness toward peers and resistance to authority, traits his
father later recalled as those of a "pretty rough fellow." 31" |n response to these
behavioral challenges and to channel his competitiveness into structured outlets,
Fred Trump enrolled him at age 13 in the New York Military Academy, a boarding
school in upstate New York aimed at fostering self-control through regimen. 3! This
transition marked the end of his primary school years in a family environment

blending disciplined expectations with early practical immersion in building trades.
7]

Family Influence and Values

Fred Trump, Donald Trump's father, emphasized relentless competition and shrewd
negotiation from an early age, often taking his son to construction sites where he
observed disputes with city inspectors and subcontractors, fostering a skepticism
toward bureaucratic interference. '8! This hands-on exposure instilled a value
system centered on winning through direct confrontation and deal-making, with
Fred working seven days a week to build a real estate empire focused on middle-
class housing via government-backed loans like those from the Federal Housing
Administration, while promoting self-reliance over dependency on public
assistance.™® Donald Trump later credited these experiences with shaping his
approach to business and politics, viewing government programs as tools to

leverage rather than crutches for the indolent.

Mary Anne MacLeod Trump, Donald's mother and a Scottish immigrant who arrived
in New York in 1930 at age 18, contributed values of resilience drawn from her own
hardships as the daughter of a fisherman on the remote Isle of Lewis, where
poverty and the Highland Clearances' legacy prevailed, before working as a
domestic servant in affluent homes like the Carnegie mansion. 291 Her transition
from Gaelic-speaking island life to urban labor and eventual homemaking for a
large family modeled endurance amid economic uncertainty, reinforcing in her

children a pragmatic toughness unyielding to adversity. [2"

Among siblings, the trajectory of older brother Fred Trump Jr., a promising pilot
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who succumbed to alcoholism in 1981 at age 42, served as a stark cautionary
example against substance use, prompting Donald to abstain entirely from alcohol
and drugs after witnessing its destructive progression from what began as social
indulgence. 22 23] Trymp has repeatedly described this as a pivotal lesson in
forgoing even moderate indulgence to avoid ruin, linking it causally to his lifelong
discipline in personal habits that supported high-stakes decision-making. 24!
Family dynamics, including Fred Sr.'s pragmatic engagement with local political
machines for development approvals, further embedded a patriotic self-interest
wary of overreaching authority, though direct anti-communist transmission

remains less documented beyond the era's conservative milieu. ['8!

Education and Early Influences

Military Academy Experience

Donald Trump attended the New York Military Academy (NYMA) in Cornwall-on-
Hudson, New York, from 1959 to 1964, entering at age 13 after exhibiting
behavioral difficulties in prior schools.2%! The academy imposed a rigorous
military-style regimen, including daily drills, uniform inspections, and enforced
standards such as shined shoes and precisely made beds, aimed at fostering self-
discipline and order among cadets. 251 [26] Thjs structured environment, modeled
after U.S. military traditions, provided Trump with early exposure to hierarchical
organization and accountability, contributing to the development of his

organizational skills and preference for command-oriented approaches. 271 ['9]

During his senior year (1963-1964), Trump rose to the rank of cadet captain,
presiding over one of the academy's most prestigious companies and directing
subordinate officers to maintain strict adherence to regulations. 25! [27] He also
captained the varsity baseball team from 1962 to 1964, earning varsity letters and
demonstrating leadership in athletic competitions. [28! [29] These positions honed
his ability to enforce standards and lead peers, shaping a command style rooted in
authority and performance expectations, as observed by contemporaries and

instructors. [251 [19]

The academy's emphasis on military hierarchy further reinforced Trump's exposure
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to ranked structures, where loyalty to superiors and subordinates was paramount,
influencing his later views on organizational dynamics and allegiance within teams.
[27] 9] Despite this formative training, Trump, like many young men from affluent
backgrounds during the Vietnam War era, secured five draft deferments post-
graduation—four for student status during college and one medical exemption for
bone spurs in 1968—avoiding active-duty service amid widespread use of such

legal mechanisms. (30! 1311

University Years and Initial Aspirations

Trump attended Fordham University in the Bronx from 1964 to 1966, completing
two years of undergraduate studies there before transferring to the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsylvania. 32! [33] At Fordham, he pursued a pre-
professional curriculum aligned with his later business interests, though specific

coursework details remain limited in public records. [34]

In 1966, Trump enrolled at Wharton, where he focused on economics with an
emphasis on real estate and urban development principles, graduating with a
Bachelor of Science degree in 1968.[351 [36] His academic record at Wharton
included no publicly verified honors or distinctions, such as graduating at the top
of his class—a claim he has made but which lacks corroboration from university
transcripts or official announcements, as Penn does not release such details for
privacy reasons. [35] [32] |hstead, Trump's time at Wharton emphasized practical
applications of economic theory to property markets, influenced by the school's
reputation for training real estate professionals amid New York's post-war urban

challenges. [33]

While Trump later expressed early interests in architecture and filmmaking during
his youth, his university trajectory solidified a pivot toward business and real estate
development, diverging from creative pursuits in favor of leveraging family
expertise in property management. 3! Upon graduation, he declined opportunities
in other fields to join his father Fred Trump's company, Trump Management
Corporation, initially handling operations in Brooklyn and Queens rentals, but with

aspirations to expand into high-stakes Manhattan projects. 371 8]

Guided by his father's emphasis on aggressive deal-making and financial leverage
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—honed in outer-borough housing—Trump relocated to Manhattan shortly after
college, networking with developers and financiers to pursue upscale urban
revitalization. [38] This marked his initial foray beyond familial suburbs, exemplified
by early scouting of distressed properties like the Commodore Hotel near Grand
Central Terminal, where he envisioned tax-incentivized renovations to transform
declining assets into luxury assets, reflecting a risk-tolerant approach inherited
and adapted from Fred Trump's Queens strategies. 39 [40] These steps
underscored Trump's post-university focus on high-profile deals requiring political
and financial maneuvering, setting the stage for independent ventures while
drawing on paternal capital and counsel for seed funding estimated at around $1

million initially. 371

Business Career

Entry into Real Estate

Upon graduating from the Wharton School in 1968, Donald Trump joined his father
Fred Trump's real estate firm, Trump Management, Inc., which primarily developed
and managed middle-class apartment complexes in Brooklyn and Queens. 31 By
1971, he had assumed a leading role in the company, shifting its focus toward
higher-profile Manhattan projects amid New York City's severe fiscal crisis, which

devalued properties and created opportunities for redevelopment. 4

Trump's first major Manhattan deal involved partnering with the Hyatt Corporation
to acquire and renovate the dilapidated Commodore Hotel near Grand Central
Terminal, completed in 1976 as the Grand Hyatt New York.[#2! The project secured
an unprecedented 40-year tax abatement from New York City, approved by the
Board of Estimate on May 20, 1976, providing roughly $4 million annually in
forgone taxes—the first such abatement ever granted to a commercial property—
and reducing the effective purchase price through a low option agreement with
Penn Central Railroad for under $10 million. (431144 This arrangement capitalized on
the city's desperation during its near-bankruptcy, where municipal leaders offered

incentives to revive abandoned assets and avert further economic decline. [44]

In October 1973, the U.S. Department of Justice sued Trump Management, Fred

6 di 91 28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia

7 di 91

Trump, and Donald Trump for systematically discriminating against Black
prospective tenants in its New York properties, including marking applications
from minorities with codes like "C" for "colored" and directing them to less
desirable units, in violation of the Fair Housing Act of 1968. %! The suit stemmed
from tester investigations and tenant complaints revealing patterns of steering and
rejection not applied to white applicants. 46! |t settled via consent decree in 1975,
mandating nondiscriminatory rental practices, advertising in minority media, and
record-keeping for two years, but with no admission of guilt or monetary penalties.
[471 This enforcement action reflected broader federal efforts post-1968 to combat
housing segregation amid urban demographic shifts, though the Trumps
maintained the practices were standard industry responses to socioeconomic risks

rather than intentional bias. 4

Expansion and Major Projects

In the late 1970s, Trump partnered with the Hyatt Corporation to acquire and
renovate the dilapidated Commodore Hotel near Grand Central Terminal, securing
a 40-year tax abatement from New York City valued at approximately $400 million
to facilitate the project.*8 The partnership transformed the 1919-era property into
the Grand Hyatt New York, which reopened in 1980 amid the onset of Manhattan's
real estate boom, featuring modernized interiors and high room rates reaching up
to $1,100 per night.[#9 This venture marked Trump's first major Manhattan
development outside his father's outer-borough operations, leveraging public

incentives and private financing to revitalize a blighted urban asset. [3°]

Trump's signature project, Trump Tower, followed with the 1979 acquisition of the
Bonwit Teller department store site on Fifth Avenue for $15 million, followed by
demolition of the 1929 building despite protests over the destruction of its Art
Deco limestone reliefs. %% Designed by architect Der Scutt, the 58-story mixed-
use skyscraper—clad in bronze glass and pink Breccia Pernice marble—opened in
1983, housing luxury condominiums, retail space, and Trump's personal penthouse
triplex. ® The tower capitalized on the 1980s luxury market surge, with
condominium sales exceeding $200 million in initial revenue and office spaces

attracting high-profile tenants. [52!
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Seeking diversification beyond New York City real estate, Trump entered the
Atlantic City casino market in the early 1980s, where legalized gambling since 1976
offered high-growth potential. He acquired the site for Trump Plaza and opened it
in May 1984 as his first casino, followed by Trump Castle (later Trump Marina) in
1985, investing over $500 million collectively in these properties amid the
industry's expansion. %3] For the ambitious Trump Taj Mahal, completed in 1990 at
a cost of $1.2 billion, Trump employed high-yield junk bonds totaling $675 million
at 14% interest to bridge financing gaps after initial bank loans fell short, enabling
the opulent Moorish-themed resort to open as the world's largest casino at the
time with 5,000+ slot machines. 54 These projects scaled Trump's portfolio to
include roughly $2 billion in Atlantic City investments by decade's end, reflecting
leveraged expansion during the era's economic optimism despite rising debt levels

approaching $4 billion across holdings. 53]

Branding, Casinos, and Diversification

Trump leveraged his surname as a brand for licensing agreements with developers,
allowing third parties to use the "Trump" name on hotels, residential towers, and
commercial properties in exchange for fees, thereby generating revenue with
limited direct investment. These deals, which began in the 1980s and expanded
internationally by the 2000s, emphasized luxury and exclusivity to capitalize on his
public image as a successful dealmaker. For instance, licensing extended to
neckties, suits, and other consumer products, though real estate-related
agreements formed the core, contributing to brand visibility without the full risks of

ownership. [9°]

In Atlantic City, Trump diversified into casinos, viewing them as high-stakes
extensions of his real estate expertise amid the industry's growth. He opened
Trump Plaza in 1984 and Trump Castle in 1985 before launching the Trump Taj
Mahal on April 2, 1990, at a construction cost of $1.1 billion, making it the world's
largest casino-hotel at the time with over 3,000 rooms. The Taj Mahal achieved
initial success, posting a record monthly gross in June 1990 with a daily average
win of nearly $1.2 million from gaming activities. These ventures initially profited
from the Trump brand's allure, drawing high-roller crowds and positioning Atlantic

City as a glamour destination, though market saturation in the region later posed
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challenges. 15611571

Further diversification included forays into professional sports and aviation. In
1983, Trump acquired the New Jersey Generals franchise in the upstart United
States Football League (USFL) for an undisclosed sum, using it to sign high-profile
players like Herschel Walker and pushing league owners to adopt a fall schedule to
rival the NFL directly. This strategy led to a 1986 antitrust lawsuit against the NFL,
which the USFL won on liability but received only $3 in damages, effectively
dooming the league after two spring seasons. Similarly, in 1989, Trump purchased
Eastern Airlines' shuttle service between New York, Boston, and Washington, D.C.,
for $365 million, rebranding it Trump Shuttle with refurbished Boeing 727s
featuring luxury amenities like leather seats and complimentary drinks. The airline
operated for about three years before defaulting on debt and being sold to USAir in
1992, 1581159

These expansions highlighted Trump's aggressive branding approach, which
Forbes credited with elevating his estimated net worth to $1.7 billion by 1989
through asset appreciation and licensing synergies. However, analysts critiqued
the moves as overextensions into competitive sectors with high operational costs
and limited barriers to entry, where initial hype from the Trump name yielded short-
term gains but exposed vulnerabilities to economic downturns and rivals'

dominance. [601161

Bankruptcies, Recoveries, and Financial Strategies

Trump's business entities filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection six times
between 1991 and 2009, primarily involving Atlantic City casino and hotel
operations burdened by high debt from expansions during the late 1980s and early
1990s real estate downturn. 6211631 These filings enabled debt restructuring under
U.S. bankruptcy law, allowing entities to renegotiate terms with creditors, reduce
obligations, and continue operations rather than liquidate assets. Chapter 11
proceedings typically shield corporate debtors from personal liability, preserving
Trump's individual finances while equity holders—often bondholders—absorbed

losses through concessions like debt-for-equity swaps. [641165]

The filings included: Trump Taj Mahal on July 9, 1991, with $3 billion in debt, where
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bondholders forgave $500 million and extended terms; Trump Plaza Hotel in New
York on January 20, 1992; Trump Castle (renamed Trump Marina) on March 17,
1992; Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts on November 21, 2004, converting $500
million in debt to equity and reducing Trump's ownership from 47% to 27%; and
two for Trump Entertainment Resorts in 2009, amid the financial crisis, yielding

further debt reductions totaling over $1 billion. [661[671[68]

Post-restructuring, the casinos rebounded operationally: the Taj Mahal emerged
from bankruptcy in 1991 with bondholder ownership but Trump retaining
management influence via licensing; similarly, the 2004 plan allowed Trump Hotels
to deleverage and resume profitability, with properties generating revenue into the
2010s before industry-wide declines. #9170l These outcomes contrasted with
peers like Revel Casino, which liquidated in 2014, highlighting Trump's retention of
asset value through negotiations that prioritized operational continuity over full

creditor repayment. 7"

Critics, including some creditors who recovered partial losses, have portrayed the
leverage—often exceeding 80% debt-to-asset ratios—as reckless, but such high
gearing aligned with real estate and casino industry norms during boom periods,
where developers like Merv Griffin also filed Chapter 11 for similar properties. [67172]
Trump's strategy emphasized limited personal exposure via corporate structures,

avoiding the $900 million negative net worth reported in 1990 estimates. [73]

Following the 2009 filings, Trump pivoted to low-risk licensing deals, earning
royalties on his brand for hotels, golf courses, and products without operational
debt, generating tens of millions annually by the 2010s. [74] This shift, combined
with media ventures, drove net worth recovery: from sub-billionaire status in the
early 1990s to Forbes estimates of $4.5 billion by 2015 and sustained growth to $5

billion-plus by 2025, outpacing many peers amid sector contractions. [751176]

Media and Entertainment Ventures

Television Appearances and The Apprentice

Prior to The Apprentice, Donald Trump made several cameo appearances on
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television shows, typically playing himself as a prominent real estate figure. His
earliest documented TV role occurred in a 1985 episode of The Jeffersons, where
he advised characters on wealth-building.[””! Additional cameos included episodes
of Sex and the City in 1998, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air in 1990, and The Nanny in
1995, which increased his visibility in popular culture during the 1980s and 1990s.
[78] These appearances capitalized on his public persona from real estate deals and

media coverage but did not yet establish him as a central TV personality.

In January 2004, Trump starred as the host and executive producer of The
Apprentice on NBC, marking a major shift toward reality television. The series,
produced by Mark Burnett, featured contestants competing for a job in the Trump
Organization through business tasks, with Trump deciding eliminations in the
boardroom. The show's format emphasized his authoritative style, highlighted by
the signature phrase "You're fired!" delivered to underperformers, which became a

cultural catchphrase reinforcing his image as a decisive leader. 7!

The Apprentice ran for 14 seasons through 2015, including the spin-off Celebrity
Apprentice starting in 2008, which featured celebrities competing for charity. The
first season premiered to strong ratings, averaging approximately 21 million
viewers per episode and ranking among the top programs for adults aged 18-49
with 17.5 million in that demographic. 79! [80 Subsequent seasons saw declining
viewership, with later installments falling outside Nielsen's top 30 programs, yet

the initial success secured renewals and spin-offs. 81

Trump negotiated a lucrative deal with NBC, earning over $427 million from the
series and associated licensing agreements across its run, providing a substantial
revenue stream amid his real estate challenges. ®2 The production highlighted
negotiation skills in task evaluations and deal-making segments, while cameos by
Trump on other programs during this era, such as Zou bisou bisou sketches or
promotional spots, extended the show's branding. High viewership in early
seasons expanded his reach to a broader audience, portraying him as a successful
entrepreneur and contributing to a more accessible public image through relatable

competition dynamics. (83!

Authorship and Public Persona Development
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Trump's 1987 book Trump: The Art of the Deal, co-authored with journalist Tony
Schwartz, served as a key vehicle for self-promotion, presenting him as a masterful
negotiator who emphasized principles like leveraging assets, thinking big, and
prioritizing winning over compromise. (84 Although ghostwritten by Schwartz—who
conducted extensive interviews and drafted the manuscript—Trump provided the
core ideas and endorsed the final product, which topped The New York Times
bestseller list and has sold over 1 million copies worldwide. (84! 851 The book
blended memoir with business advice, detailing Trump's real estate tactics and
fostering a public perception of him as an instinctive deal-closer adept at turning

weaknesses into strengths. [84]

In the 1980s, Trump's public persona crystallized around a flamboyant, high-rolling
image, often highlighted in tabloid coverage of his lavish lifestyle and social
exploits, including associations with Playboy magazine events and a 1990 cover
appearance alongside Playmate Brandi Brandt. 86! This playboy archetype,
amplified by his marriage to lvana Trump and frequent sightings at elite New York
nightlife spots, positioned him as a symbol of unchecked ambition and excess

amid the era's yuppie culture. [87]

Following his 1990 divorce from lvana—finalized after a public scandal involving his
affair with Marla Maples, which dominated headlines and led to a $25 million
settlement—Trump's image began evolving toward greater emphasis on family
stability. 88! The contentious split, marked by lvana's initial rape allegation in
divorce papers (later retracted as "figurative"), initially reinforced his tabloid-villain
persona but prompted a pivot; by the mid-1990s, after marrying Maples and
fathering daughter Tiffany in 1993, Trump increasingly highlighted his roles as a
father to his five children across marriages, distancing from the bachelor excesses

of his earlier years. [88] [89]

Trump's media engagement in this period demonstrated savvy in leveraging
coverage, even adversarial tones, as an asset; he granted frequent interviews, such
as a 1980 Today show appearance with Tom Brokaw discussing real estate and a
1987 CNN session with Larry King exploring his worldview, often using them to
amplify his brand while framing critics as underestimators. 29! [91 Thijs proactive

approach—rooted in calling reporters directly and embracing controversy—
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transformed potentially negative scrutiny into sustained visibility, solidifying his

reputation as an unfiltered, resilient figure. (90!
Political Awakening and Early Involvement

Initial Political Statements

In September 1987, Trump published full-page open letters in The New York Times,
The Washington Post, and The Boston Globe, costing approximately $95,000,
criticizing U.S. foreign policy for subsidizing the defense of wealthy allies like Japan
and Saudi Arabia while enduring massive trade deficits and unfair economic
practices. 921 [93] The ads argued that America was being "ripped off" by countries
that could afford their own protection yet benefited from U.S. military spending,
calling for allies to contribute more and for the U.S. to prioritize its economic
interests over endless foreign aid. 94 These statements highlighted Trump's early
skepticism toward global imbalances, portraying U.S. leaders as weak negotiators

who allowed adversaries to exploit American generosity. [°°!

Following the September 11, 2001, attacks, Trump advocated for aggressive
military responses, including bombing Afghanistan and targeting nations harboring
terrorists, while emphasizing the need for overwhelming U.S. force to deter future
threats. 98] In interviews, he supported invading Iraq if it posed risks, framing such
actions as essential to project strength and prevent exploitation by foreign powers,
consistent with his prior critiques of imbalanced alliances.®”I These positions
reflected a hawkish stance prioritizing American security and retaliation over

multilateral restraint.

In early 2000, Trump briefly explored a presidential bid with the Reform Party,
criticizing both major parties for fiscal irresponsibility, endless deficits, and failure
to address trade inequities, though he withdrew in February without formally
entering the race. 98! 1991 Hjs political donations from 1989 to 2010 were
predominantly bipartisan, with over $1.5 million given, mostly to Democrats
including Hillary Clinton and Chuck Schumer, yet he voiced frustration with
establishment globalism across party lines, arguing elites in Washington prioritized

international deals over domestic workers. 1001 [101] [102]
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By March 2011, Trump publicly questioned Barack Obama's eligibility for the
presidency, demanding the release of his birth certificate and long-form
documentation to verify U.S. birth, framing it as unresolved doubts about the
official narrative amid reports of Obama's Kenyan heritage in his own
autobiography. 1031 [104] He rejterated these eligibility concerns in media
appearances, positioning them as challenges to elite opacity and unexamined
assumptions in political vetting, though Obama released his short-form certificate

in 2008 and long-form in 2011, confirmed by Hawaiian officials. ['0%!

Trump's pre-2015 remarks on immigration focused on illegal entries undermining
wages and security, as in his 2000 book The America We Deserve, where he called
for stricter border controls to prevent crime and economic drain from unchecked
flows, while supporting legal pathways for skilled workers. 1961 These views aligned
with his broader anti-elite rhetoric, decrying bipartisan policies that he saw as

favoring foreign labor and global interests over American citizens. [ovi

2012 Election and Birther Movement

In the lead-up to the 2012 presidential election, Donald Trump played a prominent
non-candidate role by amplifying the "birther" movement, which questioned
President Barack Obama's natural-born U.S. citizenship required by Article Il of the
Constitution. Beginning in early 2011, Trump conducted an intensive media
campaign, appearing on programs such as The View on March 23, 2011, where he
demanded Obama produce his birth certificate and suggested hiring investigators
to probe his college records, passport files, and early life details, framing these as
unresolved vetting gaps despite Obama's 2008 short-form certificate release. 108
(1091 This scrutiny highlighted anomalies cited by skeptics, including a 2008 State
Department contractor's unauthorized access to Obama's passport records, which

birther proponents argued indicated concealed foreign ties. [103]

Trump's advocacy contributed to mounting pressure, prompting Obama to release
his long-form birth certificate on April 27, 2011, verifying his birth at Kapiolani
Maternity & Surgical Center in Honolulu on August 4, 1961. Trump dismissed the
document as potentially fraudulent, tweeting on April 27, 2011, that it raised more

questions and insisting on independent verification, thereby sustaining doubt

https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia

15di 91

among segments of the electorate. Post-release polls reflected lingering impact: a
Gallup survey from May 5-8, 2011, found 13% of U.S. adults believed Obama was
definitely or probably born outside the U.S., with 47% of Republicans expressing
such views, compared to 11% of Democrats; a July 2012 YouGov poll showed 12%
of voters overall and 28% of Republicans still doubting his birthplace. These
figures suggested birtherism functioned as a proxy for broader legitimacy
challenges, correlating with reduced trust in Obama's transparency and influencing
Republican voter enthusiasm, though direct causation on the election outcome

remains debated. [110! [ [112]

Trump briefly explored a Republican presidential candidacy for 2012,
commissioning polls and forming an exploratory committee in April 2011 amid high
name recognition, but on May 16, 2011, he announced he would not run, stating he
was unwilling to leave the private sector despite believing he could win. He flirted
with an independent bid but demurred, focusing instead on critiquing the GOP
field, including Mitt Romney, whom he deemed insufficiently aggressive on trade
imbalances with China and unlikely to prevail due to perceived weaknesses in
appealing to working-class voters. Romney clinched the nomination, and Trump
endorsed him on December 7, 2011, yet post-election analyses noted Trump's
warnings that Romney's moderate stance and failure to forcefully counter media
narratives foreshadowed the 332-206 Electoral College defeat on November 6,
2012. This period solidified Trump's appeal among voters skeptical of institutional
narratives, fostering a grassroots base that prioritized empirical vetting over

establishment assurances. [113] [114]

Formation of Political Views on Trade and Immigration

Trump's critiques of international trade practices emerged prominently in the
1980s, rooted in observations of U.S. economic vulnerabilities to foreign
competition. In 1987, he placed full-page advertisements in newspapers such as
The New York Times, The Washington Post, and The Boston Globe, arguing that
U.S. leaders had failed to demand fair reciprocity from trading partners like Japan,

which he accused of exploiting America through unbalanced deals that eroded
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domestic industries. "™ These concerns were echoed in a 1987 interview with
Larry King, where Trump highlighted Japan's aggressive export strategies, and in a
1988 appearance on The Oprah Winfrey Show, where he described U.S. trade
deficits as evidence of national weakness. 8! Trump predicted that such
imbalances would lead to widespread offshoring of manufacturing jobs, a forecast
aligned with subsequent economic data showing U.S. manufacturing employment

peaking at 19.5 million in 1979 before declining sharply.

By the early 1990s, Trump's trade skepticism extended to proposed agreements
like the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). In a 1993 speech at the
International Economic Policy Conference in Mexico City, he warned that NAFTA
would incentivize companies to relocate factories to lower-wage Mexico,
displacing American workers without adequate protections. "’ Empirical
outcomes bore out these concerns: post-NAFTA implementation in 1994, the U.S.
trade deficit with Mexico surged from $1.7 billion to over $100 billion by 2016,
correlating with accelerated job shifts southward. "8 Broader offshoring,
particularly after China's 2001 entry into the World Trade Organization,
exacerbated losses, with the U.S.-China trade deficit growth linked to 3.7 million
jobs displaced between 2001 and 2018, 75% in manufacturing sectors. 1"l Overall,
U.S. manufacturing shed approximately 5 million jobs and 70,000 factories from
2000 onward, underscoring the causal role of globalization in industrial hollowing.
[20] These patterns reinforced Trump's advocacy for protectionist measures, such

as tariffs, to prioritize domestic production over multilateral free-trade orthodoxy.

On immigration, Trump's views crystallized around an emphasis on controlled,
merit-based legal entry to safeguard economic opportunities and fiscal stability for
U.S. citizens. He opposed expansive family reunification policies, or "chain
migration," which allow extended relatives beyond immediate family to immigrate
based on a single sponsor, arguing they dilute skills and impose net costs. [121]
Supporting data indicate that chain migration contributes to higher welfare
dependency: over half of immigrant-headed households receive means-tested
benefits, with low-skilled family-sponsored immigrants generating lifetime net
fiscal drains estimated at $68,000 per person after accounting for taxes paid. 122l
Trump favored systems rewarding high-skilled contributors, akin to Canada's

points-based model, to align inflows with labor market needs and minimize
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competition for low-wage jobs held by Americans. This stance drew from first-
hand observations of urban economic strains in New York, where unchecked

inflows strained public resources without proportional economic gains.

These trade and immigration positions intertwined with a broader rejection of
neoconservative interventionism, particularly after the Iraq War's escalation
revealed the perils of ideologically driven foreign entanglements. Trump voiced
early reservations about the 2003 invasion, telling Esquire magazine in a February
2003 interview that it would likely prove a "mess" requiring massive U.S.
commitments without clear benefits. The war's costs—over $2 trillion spent and
thousands of American lives lost by 2011—validated his preference for
transactional realism, where alliances serve concrete U.S. interests rather than
abstract democracy promotion or open-ended occupations. This shift distanced
him from post-Cold War consensus favoring globalism in economics and hawkish
adventurism abroad, coalescing into "America First" principles that subordinated
international commitments to domestic prosperity through protective tariffs,

border enforcement, and selective engagement. 123!

2016 Presidential Campaign

On June 16, 2015, Donald Trump formally announced his candidacy for the
Republican presidential nomination from the atrium of Trump Tower in New York
City, descending a golden escalator with his wife Melania to deliver a speech
criticizing American trade policies, immigration enforcement, and political
leadership. 1241 1251 | the address, Trump pledged to build a wall along the U.S.-
Mexico border, asserting that Mexico would pay for it, and introduced the slogan
"Make America Great Again," which he trademarked earlier that year and which
drew from earlier political rhetoric but became synonymous with his outsider

campaign. [241 [126]

Trump entered a crowded Republican primary field of 17 candidates, the largest in
U.S. history, including established figures like Jeb Bush, Marco Rubio, and Ted
Cruz, yet positioned himself as a political novice unencumbered by Washington
ties. Despite initial skepticism from party leaders, Trump rapidly ascended in

national polls, appealing to voters frustrated with elite consensus on globalization
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and immigration; for instance, a July 2015 USA Today/Suffolk University poll
showed him leading the field with 26% support among likely Republican primary
voters, ahead of Bush at 14%. 1271 His campaign's emphasis on blunt rhetoric and
media savvy generated extensive earned media coverage, valued at approximately
$2 billion through early March 2016 by media tracking analyses, dwarfing rivals'

paid advertising expenditures and amplifying his outsider narrative. 128!

The primary debates, beginning with the August 6, 2015, event in Cleveland hosted
by Fox News, showcased Trump's dominance in airtime and audience draw, where
he reiterated commitments to mass deportations and the border wall amid clashes
with moderators and opponents over his business record and policy specifics. [12°]
In the early contests, Trump placed second in the lowa caucuses on February 1,
2016, behind Cruz, but secured decisive victories in New Hampshire on February 9
(with 35% of the vote) and South Carolina on February 20 (32.5%), propelled by
turnout surges among non-college-educated white voters who favored his
economic nationalism and anti-establishment stance over rivals' more conventional
platforms. 301 131 These wins, combined with strong performances on Super
Tuesday March 1, built a delegate lead that pressured competitors to drop out,
culminating in Trump reaching the 1,237-delegate threshold on May 26, 2016, after
results from Oregon and Washington, effectively clinching the nomination without
a convention fight. '321 1331 His success reflected a realignment toward working-
class constituencies alienated by prior GOP orthodoxy, as evidenced by exit polls
showing him capturing 65-70% of white voters without college degrees in key

states. 134

General Election and Victory

Donald Trump secured victory in the 2016 presidential election on November 8,
defeating Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton with 304 electoral votes to her 227,
surpassing the 270 needed to win despite losing the national popular vote by
approximately 2.9 million ballots. 135! '36] Trymp's success hinged on an Electoral
College strategy targeting swing states, particularly flipping three Rust Belt states
—Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin—that Barack Obama had carried in 2012
by margins exceeding 6% each. 371 These narrow victories, with Trump prevailing

by less than 1% in each (e.g., 0.2% in Michigan, 0.7% in Pennsylvania, 0.8% in
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Wisconsin), delivered 46 electoral votes and broke the Democratic "blue wall" in

the industrial Midwest. [135]

Exit polls indicated Trump's wins stemmed from heightened turnout among rural
and working-class white voters without college degrees, who favored him over
Clinton by 39 points nationally and even more decisively in the Rust Belt, where
economic grievances over trade and manufacturing losses amplified support. ['38l
(1391 Clinton underperformed Obama's 2012 margins among these demographics
by double digits, compounded by lower Democratic turnout in urban areas and
among key constituencies like African Americans and union households, reflecting
perceived campaign weaknesses such as her focus on coastal elites and

reluctance to engage Rust Belt rallies aggressively. 138 [140]

The general election featured three televised debates on September 26, October
9, and October 19, where Trump emphasized immigration, trade deficits, and
Clinton's establishment ties, holding steady in polls despite aggressive exchanges.
A pivotal late-October event was the October 7 release of the Access Hollywood
tape, in which Trump made crude remarks about women from a 2005 recording;
while polls showed a temporary 5-10 point dip in his support, particularly among
suburban women, his numbers rebounded within days, aided by the simultaneous
WikiLeaks dump of Clinton campaign emails that shifted media focus. 41 [142]
More decisively, FBI Director James Comey's October 28 letter to Congress
announcing a review of newly discovered emails linked to Clinton's server—later
deemed largely duplicates—correlated with a 3-4 point national poll swing toward
Trump in the final week, likely tipping the Rust Belt margins amid voter concerns

over Clinton's trustworthiness. [141 [143]

Claims of decisive Russian interference altering vote tallies proved
unsubstantiated; while U.S. intelligence confirmed Moscow's efforts to hack
Democratic emails and spread disinformation via social media to sow discord,
Special Counsel Robert Mueller's 2019 report found insufficient evidence of Trump
campaign coordination or conspiracy with Russia to influence the election
outcome. 441 1481 Bjpartisan Senate Intelligence Committee volumes affirmed
interference as a "sweeping and systematic" operation but uncovered no proof it

depressed turnout or flipped votes in key states, attributing results primarily to

https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

domestic factors like voter enthusiasm and candidate appeal. [146! [147]

Trump was inaugurated as the 45th president on January 20, 2017, before a crowd
on the National Mall estimated by observers at under 600,000 based on
photographic evidence, ground coverings, and Metro ridership data showing lower
attendance than Obama's 2009 event (over 1.8 million). ™8] [149] Trymp and Press
Secretary Sean Spicer immediately disputed media reports of sparse attendance,
asserting it was the largest inaugural audience ever; aerial photos and transit
metrics contradicted this, fueling early controversy over factual presentation,
though the National Park Service had ceased official crowd counts since 1995 to

avoid politicization. [148] [150]

Key Campaign Promises and Strategies

Trump's 2016 presidential campaign centered on a platform of America First
economic nationalism and skepticism toward established political and media
institutions. Core pledges included constructing a border wall along the U.S.-
Mexico frontier, with Mexico footing the bill through mechanisms like trade
penalties or remittances taxes, as articulated in his August 31, 2016, immigration
policy speech in Phoenix. " He vowed to repeal and replace the Affordable Care
Act, criticizing it as a job-killing government overreach that drove up premiums,
and proposed market-based alternatives emphasizing competition across state
lines and health savings accounts. (1521 Another signature promise was to "drain the
swamp" in Washington by imposing lifetime bans on lobbying for administration
officials, enforcing term limits on Congress, and eliminating regulations deemed

burdensome to small businesses. [53]

On trade and manufacturing, Trump pledged to renegotiate or withdraw from deals
like NAFTA and the Trans-Pacific Partnership, threatening tariffs of up to 45% on
Chinese imports to counter currency manipulation and intellectual property theft,
aiming to repatriate jobs from overseas. ['®2l He committed to reforming the
Department of Veterans Affairs by expanding choice options for veterans to seek
private care, firing underperforming officials, and auditing the VA to root out waste
and corruption. 2] These promises framed a broader narrative of protecting

American workers from globalization's downsides and prioritizing domestic
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industry over international commitments.

Strategically, Trump leveraged Twitter as a primary communication tool, posting
over 8,000 times during the campaign to deliver unfiltered messages, rally
supporters, and counter media narratives he labeled as biased, thereby
circumventing traditional gatekeepers. "4l Large-scale rallies, often drawing tens
of thousands, served as venues for direct voter engagement, where he
emphasized his outsider status against career politicians and the "rigged
system." "85 This approach built a coalition among non-college-educated white
voters in Rust Belt states through messaging on job losses and trade betrayal,
while courting some minority voters—such as African Americans and Hispanics—

with appeals to economic opportunity and critiques of Democratic urban policies.
[153]

First Presidency (2017-2021)

Inauguration and Cabinet Formation

Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th President of the United States on
January 20, 2017, at the United States Capitol. '8! |n his address, Trump
emphasized themes of national sovereignty and self-determination, declaring that
"from this moment on, it's going to be America First," and pledging to end the
"American carnage" caused by economic decline, crime, and foreign exploitation of
U.S. resources. 196111571 He committed to protecting American borders, bringing
back jobs, and rejecting globalist arrangements that transferred wealth abroad,
framing the transfer of power as directly from the people to the government rather

than through elite intermediaries. ['5611158l

Trump's inaugural committee raised approximately $107 million, a record amount at
the time, primarily from corporate and individual donors, though the administration
highlighted its independence from traditional political fundraising machines due to

Trump's self-financed campaign. [%°]

Following the inauguration, Trump prioritized assembling a cabinet of outsiders to

disrupt entrenched Washington interests, nominating figures like Rex Tillerson,
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former ExxonMobil CEO, for Secretary of State, and retired General James Mattis
for Secretary of Defense. 18011161l These selections reflected a preference for
private-sector executives and military leaders over career politicians, with Tillerson
lacking prior government experience and Mattis requiring a waiver of the law

barring recent active-duty officers from the role. 16011161l

The Senate confirmation process encountered significant resistance from
Democrats and some establishment Republicans, manifesting in extended
hearings and close votes; for instance, Education Secretary nominee Betsy DeVos
became the first cabinet pick in history to require a vice-presidential tie-breaker on
a 51-50 confirmation. 182! Despite this opposition, which Trump attributed to
efforts by the "swamp" to preserve status quo influence, the Republican-majority
Senate confirmed 24 of 25 initial cabinet-level nominees by mid-April 2017, though
the overall timeline averaged about 31 days per confirmation—longer than under

prior administrations like Reagan's due to the contentious hearings. 16311641

Trump also appointed Michael Flynn as National Security Advisor without requiring
Senate confirmation, but Flynn resigned on February 13, 2017—after just 24 days—
amid revelations that he had misled Vice President Pence and others about pre-
inauguration discussions with the Russian ambassador regarding sanctions. ['65]
[166] The episode underscored Trump's emphasis on personal loyalty in selections,
as subsequent reporting indicated he sought advisors who aligned closely with his

instincts over bureaucratic norms. 167!

Economic Policies and Deregulation

During his first presidency, the U.S. economy experienced sustained expansion
prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, with real GDP growth averaging approximately
2.5% annually from 2017 to 2019, including a 2.9% increase in 2018. 168l
Approximately 6.7 million nonfarm payroll jobs were added between January 2017
and February 2020, reducing the overall unemployment rate to a 50-year low of
3.5% by late 2019. The Trump administration attributed this performance to
deregulation and pro-business policies, which empirical analyses from the Council
of Economic Advisers (CEA) linked to enhanced productivity and investment by

reducing compliance costs estimated at $220 billion annually.
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A core element of these policies was an aggressive deregulation agenda, achieving
a ratio of 22 deregulatory actions for every new regulation issued in fiscal year
2017, far exceeding the initial executive order's 2-for-1 target. 1991 Agencies
eliminated or revised over 20,000 pages of federal regulations by 2020, targeting
sectors like finance, environment, and healthcare, with the CEA estimating net
benefits of up to $3.7 trillion in dynamic economic effects from reduced barriers to
entry and innovation. '8! This approach prioritized empirical cost-benefit analyses,
contrasting with prior administrations' expansions of regulatory burdens, though
critics from left-leaning think tanks argued it overlooked long-term environmental

and safety risks without robust counter-evidence.

In energy policy, the administration expedited approvals for infrastructure projects,
including the revival of the Keystone XL pipeline via executive order on January 24,
2017, and permits for other pipelines and railways, contributing to U.S. net energy
exports surpassing imports for the first time in 70 years by 2019. 17011171 These
measures, combined with expanded leasing on federal lands, boosted domestic oil
production to record levels of over 12 million barrels per day by 2019, fostering

energy independence defined as net exporter status rather than zero imports.

Labor market gains were particularly pronounced among minority groups, with
Black unemployment reaching a record low of 5.4% and Hispanic unemployment
3.9% in 2019, reflecting broader wage growth and participation rates amid low
overall joblessness. The Opportunity Zones program, enacted in 2017, incentivized
over $85 billion in private investments into distressed urban and rural communities
by deferring capital gains taxes, spurring development in real estate and
businesses though studies indicate mixed poverty reduction outcomes due to

uneven local benefits.

Federal deficits rose from $665 billion in fiscal year 2017 to $984 billion in 2019,
despite federal revenues increasing 4.5% to $3.46 trillion in 2019 from stronger
collections tied to growth, as spending outpaced inflows amid bipartisan
appropriations. 72l The administration defended this trajectory as investment in
growth, with CEA models projecting long-term deficit reduction via higher GDP
trajectories, though independent analyses highlighted structural spending

pressures independent of deregulation. [73]
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Tax Cuts and Reforms

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), signed into law by President Donald Trump on
December 22, 2017, represented the most significant overhaul of the U.S. tax code
since 1986. 1741 |t permanently lowered the corporate income tax rate from 35% to
21%, aiming to enhance competitiveness and incentivize domestic investment. [175]
For individuals, the legislation doubled the standard deduction to $12,000 for
single filers and $24,000 for married couples filing jointly, effective for tax year
2018, while repealing personal exemptions. 76 The child tax credit was expanded
from $1,000 to $2,000 per qualifying child under age 17, with the refundable
portion increased to $1,400, providing targeted relief to families across income

levels. [177]

Empirical assessments of the TCJA's macroeconomic effects reveal boosts in
corporate investment and short-term GDP acceleration, consistent with pre-
enactment dynamic scoring models from the Joint Committee on Taxation, which
projected an average 0.7% increase in economic activity over the decade. 178! Real
GDP growth rose from 2.4% in 2017 to 2.9% in 2018, attributable in substantial
part to the tax reductions' stimulative demand effects. 179! Studies, including those
employing state-level variation in tax exposure, estimate that a 1% of GDP tax cut
under the TCJA contributed to 1.2 percentage points faster job growth and 1.5%
higher GDP growth over two years. 8% Corporate investment surged, with
domestic fixed investment increasing by over $100 billion annually in 2018 and

2019, driven primarily by the rate cut and expensing provisions. [181

Wage gains materialized across the income distribution, as verified by Bureau of
Labor Statistics data on real earnings. ['82] Post-TCJA, average real income for the
lowest income quintile grew at an annualized rate of 4.9%, outpacing higher
quintiles and contradicting assertions that the reforms exacerbated inequality by
disproportionately benefiting the wealthy. 83 The bottom quintile received
average tax cuts of $40 (0.3% of after-tax income) through mechanisms like the
enhanced child tax credit and standard deduction, which offset exemption repeals
for low earners. "84 These outcomes validate dynamic scoring's incorporation of
behavioral responses, such as increased labor supply and investment, which

supported sustained pre-COVID expansion through 2019, with unemployment
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falling to 3.5% and median household income reaching record highs. 8% While
some empirical reviews, including from the Congressional Research Service, note
challenges in isolating TCJA-specific effects amid confounding factors, the
observed patterns align with supply-side incentives rather than mere deficit-

financed demand. [8%]

Trade Wars and Renegotiations

The Trump administration initiated tariffs on steel and aluminum imports in March
2018, applying a 25% duty on steel and 10% on aluminum under Section 232 of the
Trade Expansion Act of 1962, justified by national security threats from import
surges that undermined domestic production capacity. ['88! These measures
protected U.S. steel and aluminum industries by boosting domestic output by an
estimated $2.8 billion, though downstream manufacturing sectors faced $3.4

billion in losses from higher input costs and foreign retaliation. ['87]

Escalating tensions with China stemmed from documented practices of forced
technology transfers, cyber-enabled IP theft, and discriminatory licensing, as
detailed in the USTR's Section 301 investigation. '88! The administration imposed
tariffs on over $300 billion in Chinese goods by 2019, prompting Chinese
retaliation that narrowed the U.S. goods trade deficit with China from a peak of
$419 billion in 2018 to $311 billion in 2020, though overall U.S. trade deficits grew
due to shifts in sourcing. (1891 1o mitigate farmer losses from retaliatory tariffs on
U.S. agricultural exports like soybeans, the government provided approximately
$28 billion in direct payments through programs such as the Market Facilitation

Program. [190]

The U.S.-China Phase One Economic and Trade Agreement, signed on January 15,
2020, committed China to structural reforms addressing IP theft, including
enhanced protections for trade secrets, elimination of forced technology transfers,
and stricter penalties for infringement without requiring proof of actual loss for
criminal investigations. These provisions aimed to curb China's estimated annual
theft of hundreds of billions in U.S. IP, though enforcement challenges persisted

post-agreement.

On North American trade, Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Trans-Pacific
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Partnership on January 23, 2017, rejecting its terms as insufficiently protective of
U.S. workers and sovereignty. (191 Renegotiations transformed the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) into the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA), which entered into force on July 1, 2020, incorporating higher-wage
requirements for automotive production, stronger IP rules, and digital trade
provisions absent in NAFTA. [192] The USMCA elevated labor and environmental
standards while preserving tariff-free access for compliant goods, marking a shift

toward reciprocity over multilateral concessions. [193!

Foreign Policy Achievements

During his first presidency, the Trump administration oversaw the territorial defeat
of ISIS, with the group's self-declared caliphate in Iraq and Syria reduced to zero
percent by March 2019, following intensified military operations that included the
October 2019 raid killing ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi. 94111951 Thjs built on
prior efforts but accelerated under loosened rules of engagement and delegation

of authority to field commanders, enabling rapid advances by U.S.-backed forces.
[196]

The Abraham Accords, brokered by the administration, marked historic
normalization agreements between Israel and several Arab states, with the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain signing on September 15, 2020, followed by Sudan in
October 2020 and Morocco in December 2020. [19711198] These pacts established
full diplomatic relations, opened direct flights, and fostered economic cooperation
without preconditions tied to Palestinian statehood, contrasting with decades of

stalled multilateral talks. [197]

Trump's term saw no initiation of new major military conflicts, a departure from
predecessors who entered wars in Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya, and elsewhere; U.S.
forces remained engaged in ongoing operations but without escalations to full-
scale invasions. 199 The administration pursued drawdowns, reducing U.S. troops
in Afghanistan from approximately 14,000 in 2017 to 2,500 by January 2021 and in
Syria from about 2,000 to fewer than 1,000 by late 2018, aiming to end "endless

wars" while maintaining counterterrorism capabilities. (200!

A January 3, 2020, drone strike eliminated Iranian Quds Force commander Qasem
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Soleimani in Iraq, targeting imminent threats to U.S. personnel and demonstrating
resolve against Iranian proxy attacks, which subsequently declined in frequency
and scale despite limited Iranian retaliation. 29" Pressure on NATO allies yielded
commitments for increased defense spending, with European allies and Canada
pledging over $130 billion more since 2016 by 2019, tripling the number of
members meeting the 2% GDP target.292] Three summits with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un—in Singapore (June 2018), Hanoi (February 2019), and the
Korean DMZ (June 2019)—halted nuclear and missile tests for over a year and
initiated direct dialogue, though no denuclearization agreement was finalized. [203]
Sanctions on Russia, including implementation of the 2017 Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, were upheld and expanded for election

interference and other actions. [204]

Immigration and Border Security

During his first presidency, the Trump administration pursued aggressive measures
to secure the U.S.-Mexico border, including the construction of physical barriers.
By October 2020, U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) reported the completion of approximately 400 miles
of new border wall system, with subsequent tallies reaching over 450 miles of
primarily new and replacement barriers along the Southwest border. 2951 These
efforts aimed to impede illegal crossings and smuggling, replacing or extending
existing fencing in high-traffic areas such as sectors in Texas and Arizona. Funding
was sourced through congressional appropriations, military construction
reallocations, and emergency declarations, despite legal challenges from states

and advocacy groups.

Key asylum and entry restrictions included the Migrant Protection Protocols
(MPP), or "Remain in Mexico," implemented in January 2019, which required certain
asylum seekers to await U.S. immigration hearings while remaining in Mexico. [206]
The policy affected around 68,000 migrants and correlated with reduced irregular
migration flows, as CBP data indicated subsequent drops in family unit
apprehensions and asylum claims at ports of entry. Additionally, the third iteration
of the presidential travel proclamation, restricting entry from several majority-

Muslim countries and others posing security risks, was upheld by the Supreme
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Court on June 26, 2018, in a 5-4 decision affirming presidential authority over
national security-based immigration limits. 2971 Asylum reforms further curtailed
eligibility for those entering unlawfully, emphasizing credible fear screenings and

metering at ports to manage surges.

Interior enforcement prioritized the removal of criminal noncitizens, with
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) data showing that deportations
focused on individuals convicted of serious offenses such as drug trafficking,
assault, and homicide. In fiscal year 2018, for instance, over 90% of ICE interior
arrests involved individuals with criminal convictions or pending charges, though
total removals averaged lower than prior administrations due to resource allocation
toward border priorities. 298] The "zero-tolerance" policy, announced by Attorney
General Jeff Sessions on May 7, 2018, mandated criminal prosecution of adults for
illegal entry, resulting in the separation of approximately 2,000-5,000
accompanying minors to deter family-based smuggling and human trafficking, as
unaccompanied children cannot be detained long-term under law. 299! This
approach was reversed via executive order in June 2018 amid public outcry,

shifting to family detention units.

Negotiations to resolve Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which
Trump sought to phase out after its 2017 rescission announcement, repeatedly
stalled over Democratic opposition to border wall funding. Proposals in 2018 and
2019 offered temporary DACA extensions—such as a three-year renewal for 1.8
million recipients—in exchange for $5.7-25 billion in barrier funding, but these
were rejected as insufficient by congressional Democrats. (2191 Overall, these
policies contributed to measurable declines in Southwest border apprehensions;
CBP statistics reflect a drop from 851,508 encounters in FY2019 (pre-full MPP
expansion) to 400,651in FY2020, attributable in part to deterrence effects before
COVID-19 restrictions, with criminal noncitizen arrests along the border also
decreasing amid heightened enforcement. Empirical studies confirm lower overall
crime rates among immigrants compared to native-born populations, yet the
administration maintained that targeted deportations of offenders mitigated

localized risks from illegal entrants. 21
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Judicial Appointments

During his first term, President Donald Trump secured Senate confirmation for 234
Article Il federal judges, including three Associate Justices to the Supreme Court
of the United States, 54 judges to the courts of appeals, and 174 district court
judges, marking the second-highest total for any single-term president after
Franklin D. Roosevelt's appointments during his third and fourth terms. [2121[213]
These selections, vetted through a process emphasizing originalist and textualist
judicial philosophies via input from groups like the Federalist Society, shifted the
ideological composition of the federal judiciary toward stricter constitutional

interpretation and reduced deference to administrative agencies. 214

Trump's first Supreme Court nominee, Neil Gorsuch, was selected on January 31,
2017, to fill the vacancy created by Justice Antonin Scalia's death in 2016;
Gorsuch's confirmation on April 7, 2017, by a 54-45 Senate vote followed the
invocation of the nuclear option to eliminate the filibuster for Supreme Court
nominees, overcoming Democratic opposition that had blocked Merrick Garland's
prior consideration. [2151[216] Brett Kavanaugh's nomination on July 9, 2018, to
succeed retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy faced intense scrutiny, including
allegations of sexual misconduct that led to extended FBI investigations, but
proceeded to confirmation on October 6, 2018, by a 50-48 vote amid partisan
divisions. 2171 Amy Coney Barrett's nomination on September 26, 2020, to replace
the late Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg advanced rapidly despite election-year
objections from Democrats, culminating in confirmation on October 26, 2020, by a
52-48 vote just days before the presidential election. 2’8 These appointments
established a 6-3 conservative majority on the Court, enabling decisions that
prioritized textual fidelity over precedent in areas like abortion and administrative

law. (2151

At the appellate level, Trump's 54 circuit court confirmations—exceeding Barack
Obama's 55 over eight years—flipped conservative majorities in key circuits,
including the Second, Third, Fourth, Ninth, Tenth, and Eleventh, where Republican-
appointed judges achieved or solidified pluralities, altering precedents on issues
from regulatory authority to Second Amendment rights. 213112191 The appointees

were notably youthful, with over half of the appellate judges under 50 at
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confirmation and several in their 30s, such as Justin Walker (37) and Allison Jones
Rushing (37), positioning them for decades of influence compared to prior
administrations' older selections. 2291 This originalist infusion causally contributed
to the Supreme Court's 2022 Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization
ruling overturning Roe v. Wade's constitutional protection for abortion and its 2024
Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo decision ending Chevron deference, which
had permitted agencies broad leeway in interpreting ambiguous statutes, thereby

constraining bureaucratic expansion through judicial restraint.

COVID-19 Response and Operation Warp Speed

On January 31, 2020, President Trump issued a proclamation restricting entry into
the United States for most foreign nationals who had been in China in the prior 14
days, effective February 2, 2020, as an early measure to limit the importation of the
emerging SARS-CoV-2 virus, which had been identified in Wuhan in December
2019.1221 Thjs action preceded widespread community transmission in the U.S.
and was followed by invocations of the Defense Production Act starting March 18,
2020, to prioritize domestic manufacturing of critical medical supplies, including
ventilators. 2221 On April 2, 2020, Trump directed General Motors to produce
30,000 ventilators by end-May under DPA authority, addressing projected
shortages amid rising hospitalizations, with production ultimately scaling to over
200,000 units delivered to federal stockpiles by summer 2020. [2231[224]

Trump administration officials, including the president, publicly highlighted
inconsistencies in guidance from Dr. Anthony Fauci and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), such as early March 2020 recommendations
against routine public mask-wearing—Ilater revised in April—which Fauci later
described as a strategic withholding of information to preserve supplies for
healthcare workers. (2251 Trump advocated for reopening the economy and schools
by mid-2020, arguing in July that prolonged closures inflicted greater long-term
harm than the virus itself for low-risk populations, prioritizing in-person education
for children based on emerging data showing minimal pediatric severity. [226]
Empirical studies have substantiated lockdown-associated costs, including
elevated non-COVID excess mortality from delayed care, mental health declines

(e.g., a25-30% rise in U.S. suicides and overdoses in 2020), learning losses
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equivalent to 0.5 years of schooling, and economic contractions exceeding 10%
GDP in Q2 2020, with meta-analyses questioning net benefits when accounting for

voluntary behavioral adaptations. [22711228][229]

Launched on May 15, 2020, Operation Warp Speed (OWS) coordinated $18 billion
in federal funding for parallel vaccine development, manufacturing at risk, and
distribution logistics, aiming for 300 million doses by early 2021.[23%! This public-
private effort compressed timelines: after the viral sequence was published
January 10, 2020, Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines received FDA
Emergency Use Authorization on December 11 and 18, 2020, respectively—under 11
months from sequence to approval—enabled by overlapping phases, advance
procurement, and liability protections, contrasting with slower global rollouts (e.g.,
full EU approvals in many countries delayed into 2021). (237 Excess mortality
modeling attributes over 2.5 million U.S. deaths averted by vaccinations through
2024 (sensitivity range 1.4-4.0 million), primarily among adults over 65,
underscoring OWS's causal role in reducing pandemic lethality despite initial
criticisms of optimistic messaging. [232] These outcomes prioritized empirical
acceleration over extended regulatory caution, yielding vaccines with
demonstrated 90-95% efficacy against severe disease in phase 3 trials involving

tens of thousands. [233!

Impeachments and Acquittals

The House of Representatives impeached President Donald Trump on December
18, 2019, by partisan votes of 230-197 on the article of abuse of power and 229-
198 on the article of obstruction of Congress, with no Republicans supporting
either count. These articles arose from a July 25, 2019, telephone conversation in
which Trump asked Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to investigate
Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden and his son Hunter regarding alleged
corruption involving Burisma Holdings, amid a temporary hold on $391 million in
U.S. military aid to Ukraine that was later released without any announced
investigations. The inquiry originated from an August 12, 2019, whistleblower
complaint by a CIA officer whose information was second-hand hearsay from an

unnamed White House official, rather than direct knowledge of the call. 2341 [235]
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The articles alleged no violation of criminal law, focusing instead on Trump's
exercise of foreign policy discretion and his refusal to cooperate with
congressional subpoenas by directing aides not to testify or produce documents,
which Republicans characterized as routine executive privilege assertions rather
than obstruction. 2361 House Republican investigations concluded there was no
evidence of a quid pro quo or high crime, attributing the process to partisan
opposition to Trump's Ukraine policy emphasizing anti-corruption probes over
unconditional aid. 237 Senate Republicans, led by Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell, argued the impeachment represented a policy dispute elevated to
constitutional crisis without bipartisan evidence of impeachable offense, noting

the aid's release and absence of Ukrainian compliance demands. [238!

The Senate trial, conducted from January 21 to February 5, 2020, ended in
acquittal on both articles, with votes of 52—-48 against conviction on abuse of
power and 53—-47 on obstruction of Congress, all Republicans voting not guilty and
the tallies falling 15 and 14 votes short of the two-thirds threshold required for
removal. 238! The unanimous Republican Senate vote reflected a determination that
no high crimes or misdemeanors warranting removal had been demonstrated,
viewing the impeachment as an institutional weaponization against differing

executive priorities on foreign aid and investigations. [238]

Trump faced a second impeachment by the House on January 13, 2021, approving
a single article of incitement of insurrection by a 232-197 vote, again with no
Republican support.[239 The Senate trial from February 9 to 13, 2021, resulted in
acquittal by a 57-43 vote, including seven Republicans joining Democrats but 10
votes shy of conviction. (2401 [241 The proceeding's partisan nature, with acquittal
along largely party-line divisions, underscored the impeachments' role as
mechanisms to challenge political differences without establishing bipartisan proof

of offenses rising to removal level. [240]

2020 Re-Election Campaign and Loss

Trump secured the Republican nomination for re-election without significant
primary opposition, facing only token challenges from figures such as Bill Weld and

Mark Sanford. 242l His campaign emphasized economic recovery from the
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COVID-19 downturn, law and order amid urban unrest, and criticism of Democratic
handling of the pandemic, contrasting with Joe Biden's focus on unity, healthcare

expansion, and portraying Trump as responsible for mishandling the virus. 243!

Trump conducted over 200 in-person rallies across battleground states, drawing
crowds that often exceeded 10,000 attendees despite COVID-19 restrictions,
while Biden limited public appearances, relying heavily on virtual events and drive-
in gatherings from his Wilmington home—a strategy dubbed the "basement
campaign" by critics amid health concerns. 244112451 The COVID-19 pandemic
prompted widespread expansion of mail-in voting, with states like Pennsylvania,
Michigan, and Wisconsin mailing ballots to all registered voters or easing absentee
rules, resulting in mail ballots comprising about 43% of total votes nationwide—up
from 23% in 2016. [2461[247]

On October 14, 2020, the New York Post published a story alleging emails from
Hunter Biden's laptop showed influence-peddling involving Joe Biden, but Twitter
blocked users from sharing the article and direct links, citing hacked materials
policies, while Facebook throttled its distribution pending fact-checking. (248112491
Former Twitter executives later testified the suppression was a mistake, influenced
by FBI warnings of potential Russian disinformation, though the laptop's contents

were authenticated by forensic analysis in subsequent years. [2501[251]

The election on November 3, 2020, saw Trump receive 74,223,369 popular votes—
an increase of over 11 million from his 2016 total—yet he lost the Electoral College
232 to 306, with Biden flipping Arizona, Georgia, and key swing states like
Pennsylvania (20 EV), Michigan (16), and Wisconsin (10).[24211252] E|ection night
featured abrupt halts in counting in urban areas of swing states, followed by large
batches of mail-in votes predominantly for Biden—such as over 100,000 in
Milwaukee at 3:30 a.m. and similar dumps in Detroit and Philadelphia—prompting

Trump to claim irregularities and "sharpie" ballot invalidation in Arizona. [253!

Trump refused to concede, citing voting anomalies including unsecured drop
boxes, unsigned ballots, and changes to state election laws without legislative
approval, filing over 60 lawsuits; while most were dismissed on procedural
grounds, post-election audits lent partial credence to concerns. 254 |n Arizona's

Maricopa County audit by Cyber Ninjas, investigators identified discrepancies like
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74,243 mail-in ballots received before they were sent and over 57,000 more votes
cast than ballots issued in initial counts, though adjustments confirmed Biden's
margin at 360 votes rather than 10,457.[25%] Georgia's hand recount and forensic
audit uncovered 3,000-4,000 potentially invalid ballots, deleted records later
recovered, and surveillance footage of apparent ballot stuffing in Fulton County,
validating some procedural flaws despite affirming Biden's win by 11,779 votes. [256]
These findings, while not proving outcome-altering fraud, highlighted
vulnerabilities in expanded mail-in processes that Trump argued justified delaying

transition cooperation until full investigations. (2571

Post-Presidency (2021-2024)

January 6 Capitol Events and Second Impeachment

On January 6, 2021, following months of public disputes over the 2020 presidential
election results, President Donald Trump addressed a rally near the White House,
urging supporters to protest the certification of electoral votes scheduled that day
in the Capitol. 2581 |n his speech, Trump repeated claims of widespread election
fraud, stating, "We fight like hell. And if you don't fight like hell, you're not going to
have a country anymore," in reference to political opposition and legal challenges,
while also explicitly calling for attendees to "peacefully and patriotically make your
voices heard" and to march to the Capitol. [258] [259] The rhetoric emphasized
determination against perceived irregularities but contained no direct instructions
to enter the Capitol building or engage in violence, contrasting with later
characterizations in impeachment proceedings that framed it as foreseeably

leading to lawless action. [260]

Supporters proceeded to the Capitol grounds, where a crowd breached barriers
around 1:00 p.m., coinciding with Vice President Mike Pence's refusal to block
certification; videos and eyewitness testimonies depict a mix of peaceful
protesters and opportunistic entrants, with dynamics driven by spontaneous
frustration over election certification rather than evidence of a pre-planned,
coordinated insurrection to seize government control. 26" FB| investigations found

scant evidence of an organized plot among Trump supporters to overturn the
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election through force, attributing much of the breach to ad-hoc actions amid
heightened tensions from unproven fraud claims. 26" Over two dozen FBI
confidential human sources were present in Washington, D.C., on January 6 to
monitor potential threats, but a Justice Department inspector general report
confirmed no undercover FBI employees participated in or incited the events,
countering theories of federal orchestration while noting intelligence gaps that

allowed escalation. [262] [263]

Regarding weapons and potential staging, two pipe bombs were discovered on
January 5 evening near Republican and Democratic national committee
headquarters—outside the Capitol perimeter—and remained undetonated amid the
day's chaos, with the FBI's ongoing investigation yielding no arrests despite a
$500,000 reward and criticism of delayed notifications to Congress about the
devices. 264 Theories of planted evidence have circulated, fueled by security
lapses and the bombs' placement the night before the rally, but lack direct
evidentiary support from official probes, which prioritize the unsolved suspect's
identity over conspiracy claims. [265] Casualties included one rioter, Ashli Babbitt,
shot by Capitol Police while attempting to breach a barricaded door; the other
three protester deaths were attributed to medical emergencies—an overdose, a
heart attack, and natural causes—with no fatalities directly caused by rioters
assaulting officers. [2681 1267 Capitol Police Officer Brian Sicknick died the next day
of natural causes from strokes, as ruled by the D.C. medical examiner, despite

initial media reports linking it to riot injuries. 268

Trump responded later that afternoon via video, condemning violence and
directing supporters to "go home," though impeachment managers argued this
was insufficient given prior warnings. 269! The events stemmed causally from
widespread belief among supporters in election irregularities—bolstered by
affidavits, statistical analyses, and state-level audits not fully adjudicated—leading
to expressive protest that devolved into disorder, rather than a structured coup
attempt, as empirical data on participant coordination remains limited beyond

isolated groups like Proud Boys. [261]

The House of Representatives impeached Trump on January 13, 2021—seven days

after his term ended—for "incitement of insurrection," alleging he "willfully made
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statements that... encouraged—and foreseeably resulted in—imminent lawless
action at the Capitol."[2601 [270] The single article passed 232-197, largely along
party lines, with the post-tenure timing raising constitutional questions about trial
applicability to former officials, though the Senate proceeded. 27" |n the February
9-13, 2021, Senate trial, managers presented video montages and rhetoric analysis
to claim foreseeability of violence, while Trump's defense highlighted the speech's
peaceful elements and lack of direct causation. 272l The Senate acquitted on
February 13 by a 57-43 vote, falling short of the two-thirds majority required for
conviction, with seven Republicans joining Democrats; mainstream media outlets,
often critiqued for left-leaning bias in framing the events as an existential threat,
amplified the incitement narrative, but acquittal reflected insufficient proof of

impeachable offense under Senate standards. [241 {2401

Legal Battles and Indictments

Following his 2020 election defeat, former President Donald Trump faced four
criminal indictments in 2023 across New York, Georgia, Florida, and the District of
Columbia, marking the first time a former U.S. president was charged with felonies.
[273] These cases, pursued by Democratic-aligned prosecutors including
Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg—who campaigned on prosecuting Trump—and Biden-
appointed special counsel Jack Smith, were widely characterized by Trump and
supporters as "lawfare" aimed at hindering his political comeback, given their
timing after years of prior investigations yielded no charges. 274l Empirical
patterns, such as the surge in probes post-November 2020 despite earlier access
to evidence, supported claims of selective enforcement amid institutional biases in

justice systems influenced by partisan actors.[27°!

In the New York case, Trump was indicted on March 30, 2023, for 34 felony counts
of falsifying business records tied to a $130,000 hush-money payment to adult
film actress Stormy Daniels in 2016, arranged by his then-attorney Michael Cohen
to suppress claims of an affair ahead of the election. 276! Prosecutors elevated
misdemeanor record-keeping violations to felonies by alleging intent to conceal
another crime—namely, a violation of New York election law through unlawful
promotion of a candidacy—though critics noted the novel legal theory lacked

precedent and relied on bootstrapping minor bookkeeping issues into election
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interference. 2771 A jury convicted Trump on all counts on May 30, 2024, after a
trial in a heavily Democratic jurisdiction; on January 10, 2025, Judge Juan Merchan
imposed an unconditional discharge, imposing no penalties beyond the conviction

itself amid appeals and Trump's reelection. (278!

The Georgia election interference case stemmed from a January 2, 2021, phone
call where Trump urged Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger to scrutinize alleged
irregularities, stating, "l just want to find 11,780 votes, which is one more than we
have," referring to Biden's margin in the state. [279] |ndicted on August 1, 2023,
under RICO statutes alongside 18 co-defendants for purported racketeering to
overturn results, the case portrayed routine post-election inquiries—citing
evidence of potential fraud like double-counted ballots—as criminal conspiracy,
despite subsequent audits affirming Biden's win but not disproving isolated
anomalies Trump highlighted.28%! Fulton County DA Fani Willis, who pursued
expansive charges, was disqualified in 2024 over an undisclosed romantic
relationship with a lead prosecutor, stalling proceedings; a judge set a November
14, 2025, deadline for a replacement, but the case remains indefinitely delayed

post-Trump's 2024 victory, with no trial held. 28"

Trump's federal classified documents indictment, filed June 8, 2023, in Florida,
charged him with 37 counts (later expanded) for retaining sensitive materials at
Mar-a-Lago after leaving office and obstructing retrieval efforts by the National
Archives and FBI.[282] Unlike President Biden's similar retention of over 80
classified documents—found in his garage and office, handled without charges
after full cooperation despite evidence of willful retention—the Trump case
emphasized alleged obstruction, though both involved post-presidency storage
without immediate disclosure. 2831 U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon dismissed the
case on July 15, 2024, ruling Smith's appointment as special counsel
unconstitutional for bypassing Senate confirmation, a decision upheld after

appeals were dropped following Trump's reelection. [284]

The District of Columbia federal election subversion case, indicted August 1, 2023,
accused Trump of four counts related to efforts to challenge 2020 results,
including pressuring officials and the fake elector scheme. 285! The Supreme

Court's July 1, 2024, ruling in Trump v. United States granted absolute immunity for
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core presidential acts and presumptive immunity for official ones, requiring remand
to distinguish protected conduct—such as communications with Justice
Department officials—from unofficial, effectively delaying any trial beyond 2024.
[286] Special counsel Smith moved to dismiss on November 25, 2024, citing DOJ

policy against prosecuting sitting presidents, ending the matter without resolution.
[287]

These prosecutions, clustered after Trump's 2020 loss and amid his 2024
candidacy, correlated with fundraising surges: the campaign raised $52.8 million in
small-dollar donations within 24 hours of the New York conviction, the largest
single-day haul, framing indictments as badges of resistance against elite
opposition. 288 Multiple dismissals and delays underscored procedural
vulnerabilities, including improper appointments and immunity protections, while
uneven application—evident in Biden's unprosecuted documents case—highlighted

causal influences of prosecutorial discretion under partisan administrations. (289!

2024 Presidential Campaign and Rematch with
Democrats

Trump formally announced his candidacy for the 2024 Republican presidential
nomination on November 15, 2022, at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach,
Florida, pledging to restore what he described as America's greatness through
policies emphasizing economic revival, border security, and reduced government
intervention. 290! Throughout the Republican primaries, which began with the lowa
caucuses on January 15, 2024, Trump achieved record levels of support, securing
victories in every contested state with average margins exceeding 60 percentage
points against challengers including Nikki Haley and Ron DeSantis; he clinched the
necessary 1,215 delegates to become the presumptive nominee on March 12, 2024,
after wins in Georgia, Mississippi, and Washington. [291 This dominance reflected
sustained enthusiasm among Republican voters, with Trump capturing over 75% of
the primary vote in key early states like lowa and New Hampshire, where turnout

among his supporters remained high despite legal challenges and media scrutiny.
[292]

The Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, from July 15 to 18,
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2024, formalized Trump's nomination, where he selected Ohio Senator JD Vance as
his vice presidential running mate on July 15, praising Vance's alignment on trade
protectionism, opposition to offshoring, and criticism of elite institutions. 293 The
convention occurred amid heightened security following an assassination attempt
on Trump on July 13, 2024, during a rally in Butler, Pennsylvania, where 20-year-old
Thomas Matthew Crooks fired eight shots from an AR-15-style rifle, grazing
Trump's ear, killing one attendee, and injuring two others; the FBI classified the
incident as an assassination attempt and potential domestic terrorism. 2941 A
second attempt occurred on September 15, 2024, at Trump's golf course in West
Palm Beach, Florida, when Ryan Wesley Routh, armed with a SKS-style rifle, was
spotted aiming toward Trump but fled after a Secret Service agent fired at him;
Routh was arrested and later indicted on federal charges including attempted
assassination. [29%] These events galvanized Trump's base, with post-attempt
polling showing temporary surges in his support, attributed by analysts to

perceptions of resilience amid perceived threats from political opponents. [296]

On the Democratic side, President Joe Biden withdrew from the race on July 21,
2024, citing party pressure after a poor debate performance, endorsing Vice
President Kamala Harris, who rapidly consolidated support and secured the
nomination via a virtual delegate roll call concluded on August 2, 2024, selecting
Minnesota Governor Tim Walz as her running mate. 2971 Trump's general election
campaign centered on critiques of the Biden-Harris administration's handling of
border security—highlighting record migrant encounters exceeding 2.4 million in
fiscal year 2023—and persistent inflation, which peaked at 9.1% in June 2022
before moderating but still eroded real wages for many households; these issues
topped voter concerns, with 52% citing the economy as the most important factor
per Gallup surveys. [298] Trump's messaging resonated particularly in swing states,
where data showed voters prioritizing inflation reduction and immigration
enforcement over other topics, exposing Harris's vulnerabilities on record border
crossings under her oversight role, as cross-border apprehensions and got-aways

surged post-2021 policy shifts. 299!

In their sole debate on September 10, 2024, hosted by ABC News in Philadelphia,
Trump pressed Harris on these themes, accusing her of enabling an "invasion" at

the border and failing to curb inflation through excessive spending; while instant
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polls like CNN's flash survey indicated 53% of viewers deemed Harris the winner
versus 39% for Trump, subsequent analyses noted Trump's pointed attacks on
policy outcomes stuck with undecided voters focused on pocketbook and security
issues, contributing to his rebound in battleground polling.29%! On November 5,
2024, Trump defeated Harris in a decisive rematch, securing 312 electoral votes to
her 226—including sweeps in all seven swing states—and winning the popular vote
with 49.8% (77.3 million votes) to her 48.3% (75.0 million), certified by state
officials and the Electoral College on December 17, 2024. 39" This marked the first
Republican popular vote victory since 2004 and reflected an expanded coalition,
with Trump gaining approximately 5 million additional votes from Hispanic and
Black voters compared to 2020; per Pew Research validated voter data, his
Hispanic support rose to 46% from 32%, and Black support to 13% from 8%,
driven by economic dissatisfaction and cultural appeals in urban and Latino-heavy

areas. [302]

Election Victory and Transition

Donald Trump secured victory in the 2024 presidential election on November 5,
2024, defeating Democratic nominee Kamala Harris by winning 312 electoral votes
to her 226, marking the first Republican popular vote majority since George H.W.
Bush's in 1988. 913031 Trymp swept all seven swing states—Arizona, Georgia,
Michigan, Nevada, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin—flipping several
from their 2020 outcomes and amassing margins that exceeded expectations in
Rust Belt and Sun Belt battlegrounds. [911304]

The win was bolstered by endorsements from figures like independent candidate
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., who suspended his campaign and backed Trump in August
2024 following a July meeting, citing shared priorities on issues such as vaccine
skepticism and economic policy. [39%! Voter turnout data indicated stronger
retention among Trump's 2020 supporters compared to Biden's, with Trump
expanding his coalition among Hispanic, Black, and young voters, contributing to a
popular vote share approaching 50% and over 77 million votes cast for him. 206!
[3071 These shifts, including gains in urban and suburban areas, were cited by

analysts as evidence of a broad mandate, though critics noted overall turnout
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remained below 2020 levels at around 65% of eligible voters. 30711308l

Debate arose over the influence of Project 2025, a Heritage Foundation policy
blueprint for conservative reforms, which Trump repeatedly disavowed during the
campaign, stating in September 2024 that he had "nothing to do with" it and
disagreeing with aspects like abortion restrictions. 299! Despite the distancing,
some transition appointees had ties to the project, prompting scrutiny from
opponents who argued it reflected underlying alignments, while Trump

emphasized his campaign's America First agenda as the true guide. (3101

The transition period featured rapid cabinet announcements prioritizing loyalists
and outsiders over Washington establishment figures, aligning with Trump's "drain
the swamp" rhetoric from his first term. 3" Key picks included Florida Senator
Marco Rubio as Secretary of State on November 13, 2024, and Florida allies like
Susie Wiles as White House chief of staff and Mike Waltz as National Security
Adviser, with additional roles for non-traditional figures such as Elon Musk and
Vivek Ramaswamy to lead a government efficiency commission. 31211313 Thege
selections drew criticism from establishment Republicans and Democrats for
bypassing Senate confirmation norms initially via acting appointments, but were

defended as injecting fresh perspectives free from bureaucratic entrenchment. 14

Handover from the Biden administration faced initial hurdles, as Trump's team
delayed signing the General Services Administration memorandum of
understanding until November 26, 2024, citing concerns over donor disclosure
requirements and ethics pledges that could limit flexibility. [31811318] The agreement
unlocked briefings and office space but excluded federal funding and full security
clearances, leading to accusations of defying transition norms; nonetheless, a
November 13 White House meeting between Biden and Trump emphasized a
smooth transfer, with both pledging cooperation amid ongoing foreign policy

consultations. [31711318]

Second Presidency (2025-present)

Donald Trump was sworn in as the 47th President of the United States on January
20, 2025, at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C., marking the 60th presidential
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inauguration. 319 The ceremony proceeded amid freezing temperatures and high
winds, with Trump taking the oath of office at noon followed by an inaugural
address emphasizing national renewal, energy independence, and border security.
[320] v/ice President J.D. Vance was also sworn in during the proceedings, which
included a presidential parade and subsequent signing ceremonies for initial

executive actions. 321

One of Trump's first acts was issuing a proclamation granting clemency to
individuals convicted of offenses related to the January 6, 2021, events at the U.S.
Capitol, covering nearly 1,600 defendants and commuting sentences or issuing
pardons to end what the order described as a "grave national injustice." 322l This
blanket measure applied to federal charges stemming from the riot but excluded
unrelated prior convictions, though some recipients had criminal histories

including serious offenses. [3231324]

On the same day, Trump signed Executive Order 14148, rescinding 78 executive
orders and presidential memoranda from the Biden administration, targeting
actions on equity, climate regulations, and economic policies deemed harmful to
institutional repair and economic recovery. (325113261 Thjs injtial revocation,
documented in White House logs, focused on day-one resets of prior regulatory

expansions, with further rescissions announced in subsequent months. [327]

Trump declared a national emergency at the southern border via Proclamation
10886, invoking the National Emergencies Act to address illegal immigration and
border crises, enabling reallocation of resources including military support for
enforcement. [32811329] Complementing this, Executive Order 14154, "Unleashing
American Energy," directed federal agencies to expedite oil and gas drilling
permits, reduce regulatory barriers, and prioritize domestic production to achieve

energy dominance. [33011331

To enhance executive control over the federal workforce, Trump reinstated
Executive Order 13957 via a new order on January 20, 2025, reviving Schedule F to
reclassify certain policy-influencing civil service positions as at-will employees,
facilitating accountability and potential removals of up to tens of thousands of
federal workers. 332 This aimed to reverse protections added under prior

administrations, with the Office of Personnel Management later proposing rules to
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implement the changes. 332

Cabinet confirmations proceeded at an accelerated pace compared to historical
norms, with Senate Republicans adjusting procedural rules in September 2025 to
enable batch approvals and reduce delays for nominees. [334113351 By mid-2025, all
22 Senate-confirmed Cabinet positions were filled, including key roles like

Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins confirmed on February 13. [33€]

Initial steps for mass deportations included Executive Order "Protecting the
American People Against Invasion," directing Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to expand its workforce, hire additional agents, and prioritize
removals of criminal aliens and recent entrants through expedited processes. [337]
This built on the border emergency declaration, aiming to enforce immigration laws
via increased detention and interior operations, though implementation faced early

legal challenges. [33811339]

Domestic Agenda Implementation

Upon assuming office on January 20, 2025, President Trump issued Executive
Order 14151, directing federal agencies to terminate diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) offices, programs, and related grants, while rescinding prior directives that
promoted preferential treatment based on race, ethnicity, or gender. [3401 This
action aimed to eliminate what the order described as wasteful and discriminatory
practices embedded in federal operations, with agencies required to report
compliance within 60 days. Subsequent enforcement included audits revealing
over $1 billion in annual DEI expenditures across departments, leading to
reallocations toward merit-based initiatives. 341 Critics from left-leaning advocacy
groups labeled these measures as attacks on civil rights enforcement, though the
orders explicitly preserved anti-discrimination laws grounded in biological sex and

individual merit. [342]

In parallel, Trump signed an executive order on the same day, "Defending Women
From Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal
Government," which reversed Biden-era policies by defining sex as binary and
immutable, barring transgender participation in women's sports and facilities in

federally funded programs, and restricting gender-affirming care coverage for
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federal employees and military personnel. 343! This included directives to the
Department of Defense and Health and Human Services to align policies with Title
IX's original intent, prohibiting federal funding for procedures altering biological
sex characteristics in minors. 344! Early implementation saw the Department of
Education issuing guidance to schools, resulting in over 200 institutions adjusting
compliance by mid-2025, though legal challenges from transgender rights

organizations contested the orders' scope. [34°]

On education, an executive order issued January 29, 2025, expanded school
choice by redirecting federal funds toward voucher programs and charter schools,
authorizing pilots in 15 states to provide tax credits for donations to scholarship
organizations starting in 2027, with interim grants for low-income families. 346!
These initiatives built on state-level expansions, enrolling approximately 50,000
additional students in private or alternative options by September 2025, per
Department of Education reports, emphasizing parental rights over centralized
curricula.¥47] Proponents cited improved outcomes in pilot districts, such as a
15% rise in reading proficiency scores, while opponents argued it diverted

resources from public schools. 348

The Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE), led initially by Elon Musk and
Vivek Ramaswamy, targeted bureaucratic reductions, identifying $500 billion in
potential annual savings through regulatory repeals and workforce trims by April
2025.13491 Actions included eliminating 10,000 redundant positions and
consolidating overlapping agencies, though Musk departed in May 2025 amid
implementation hurdles. 3501 DOGE's efforts complemented broader domestic
security measures, with fentanyl seizures surging 25% nationwide since
inauguration, including 44 million pills and 4,500 pounds of powder by DEA

through July 2025, attributed to enhanced interdiction and border controls. [351]
[352]

Urban safety metrics reflected early gains, with homicides declining 17% in major
cities through June 2025 compared to 2024, alongside overall violent crime drops
in 80% of tracked municipalities, per FBI and local data. 353 These reductions
correlated with intensified federal-local partnerships on policing and drug

enforcement, though analysts debate causation versus pre-existing trends. 354 On
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abortion, post-Dobbs v. Jackson (2022), the administration deferred to states, with
14 enacting near-total bans and others permitting up to certain gestational limits
by October 2025, resulting in a 12% national decline in procedures per Guttmacher

Institute estimates, without federal intervention. [35°]

Foreign Policy and Diplomatic Engagements

In his second presidency, Donald Trump pursued a foreign policy emphasizing
deterrence against adversaries, negotiated settlements to ongoing conflicts, and
insistence on equitable burden-sharing among allies, while avoiding initiation of
new major wars. This approach built on first-term initiatives like the Abraham
Accords, prioritizing bilateral deals over multilateral frameworks and leveraging
tariff threats to enforce reciprocity in trade relations with partners such as Canada
and China. [3%611357] The administration enforced ally contributions to collective
defense, notably pressuring NATO members to exceed prior spending targets,
resulting in pledges for increased defense budgets at the June 2025 NATO summit

in The Hague. [35811359]

A cornerstone of early diplomatic efforts was the October 2025 Asia tour,
commencing on October 26 in Malaysia for the ASEAN summit, followed by visits
to Japan and preparations for a summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping. In Tokyo
on October 27, Trump met Japanese Emperor Naruhito and held trade and security
discussions aimed at securing investment deals and advancing reciprocity,
including threats of escalated tariffs on China to mirror U.S. market access. [357]
[36011361 Trymp expressed optimism for a comprehensive trade framework with
China, building on near-finalized TikTok arrangements, and signaled openness to
reengaging North Korean leader Kim Jong-un for denuclearization talks amid

heightened deterrence postures. [3621[363]

In the Middle East, the administration advanced stabilization through the 20-point
Gaza peace plan, announced in September 2025, which facilitated a ceasefire,
hostage releases, and the Sharm el-Sheikh Agreement by early October,
culminating in Trump's declaration on October 14 that "the war in Gaza is over" and
broader regional peace achieved. [364113651[366] Thjs included proposals for an

international stabilization force to disarm Hamas and secure fragile truces, warned

https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia

46 di 91

against violations by October 26, extending first-term normalization efforts toward

enduring prosperity. [36711368][369]

On Ukraine and Russia, the State Department proposed an immediate 30-day
ceasefire in March 2025 talks in Jeddah, with Ukraine signaling readiness, though
internal U.S. debates persisted between State Department assessments and CIA
skepticism on Russian President Vladimir Putin's negotiation sincerity. (3701371
Trump pursued direct engagement, including a productive October 16 phone call
with Putin and plans for a Hungary summit, but by late October expressed

frustration, deeming further talks unproductive after Russian intransigence. [3721

[373]

Deterrence against Iran and North Korea involved military action and diplomatic
pressure; in June 2025, U.S. strikes targeted Iranian nuclear facilities alongside
Israeli operations, aiming to curb proliferation without escalating to full conflict,
while April negotiations sought a nuclear accord offering sanctions relief for
verifiable restraints. 374113751 For North Korea, Trump reiterated willingness for
summits during the Asia tour, coupled with alliance modernization with South
Korea to bolster extended deterrence, viewing the Iran strikes as a signal against
nuclear advances. 376113771 These measures aligned with a broader no-new-wars
stance, enforcing ally contributions—such as NATO's shift toward a 5% GDP

defense spending target—to sustain U.S. leverage without overextension. [3781[3791

Economic and Trade Initiatives

Upon assuming office on January 20, 2025, President Trump issued Executive
Order 14154, directing agencies to pause disbursements from the Inflation
Reduction Act (IRA) and prioritize energy production deregulation, effectively
halting many green energy subsidies to reduce regulatory burdens on fossil fuels
and manufacturing. [33% This was followed by the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, signed
July 4, 2025, which scaled back IRA clean energy tax credits, redirecting funds
toward domestic infrastructure and tax relief while aiming to lower energy costs

through market-driven incentives. [3801 (381

In trade policy, Trump invoked the International Emergency Economic Powers Act

(IEEPA) on April 2, 2025, declaring a national emergency to impose a 10% tariff on
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imports from all countries, effective April 5, 2025, to protect U.S. sovereignty and
address trade imbalances. 3821 Additional proclamations included a 25% tariff on
aluminum imports announced February 11, 2025, and reciprocal rates such as 50%
on Brazil and 35% on Canada by mid-2025, targeting non-reciprocal practices and
illicit drug flows. [3831 13841 For USMCA enforcement, tariffs of 25% were applied to
non-compliant imports from Canada and Mexico starting March 4, 2025, with
exemptions for qualifying goods, escalating to 35% on Canada by August 1, 2025,

linked to border security measures against fentanyl trafficking. [385! [386]

Regarding China, Trump pursued Phase Two trade negotiations, emphasizing
demands for rare earth mineral access, fentanyl precursor curbs, and agricultural
purchases like soybeans, amid ongoing tariff escalations toward 60% on Chinese
goods as proposed in his 2024 campaign. 3871 [388] No comprehensive Phase Two
deal was finalized by October 2025, but talks aimed to build on the 2020 Phase
One agreement by addressing intellectual property and supply chain

vulnerabilities. [389]

To bolster mineral security, Trump signed an executive order on March 20, 2025,
invoking national security authorities to expand domestic critical minerals
production, followed by a Section 232 investigation on April 15, 2025, into
processed minerals and derivatives essential for defense and technology sectors.
[390] {39 Thyjs included regulatory relief proclaimed October 24, 2025, easing
permitting for mining operations to reduce reliance on foreign supplies, particularly

from China. [392]

Deregulation efforts, dubbed "Deregulation 2.0," accelerated through agency
directives to eliminate rules impeding growth, with projections from the Council of
Economic Advisers estimating subdued near-term GDP expansion below 2% for
2025 due to tariff transitions, though longer-term forecasts anticipated 3% annual
growth post-adjustments. [393] [394] Stock markets reflected volatility but net gains,
with the S&P 500 rising 11.4% since inauguration amid rebounds from April lows,
despite dips from trade announcements. (3951 [396] Byreau of Labor Statistics data
showed modest job gains, such as +22,000 nonfarm payrolls in August 2025,
aligning with administration targets for manufacturing resurgence, though

revisions highlighted prior overstatements in hiring data. [3971 [398]
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Ongoing Challenges and Government Operations

The federal government entered a partial shutdown on October 1, 2025, after
Congress failed to pass a continuing resolution amid disputes over spending levels
and policy riders, marking the second-longest shutdown in U.S. history by October
22.[8399] The impasse stemmed from Republican demands for spending cuts and
border security measures, contrasted with Democratic opposition, leading to
extensions without resolution as of October 24, when the Senate adjourned for the
weekend. 001 This operational disruption affected non-essential services,
furloughed federal workers, and delayed payments, underscoring entrenched

partisan gridlock in appropriations processes. [401

Nomination battles have intensified Senate proceedings, with Republicans altering
rules in September 2025 to expedite confirmations of lower-level appointees after
Democratic stalling tactics delayed over 100 nominees. [33%! By October 7, the
Senate confirmed 107 Trump nominees in a single session under expedited
procedures, though controversies persist, such as the withdrawal of Paul Ingrassia
for a watchdog role following reports of past communications. [402] [403] Thege
fights reflect resistance from entrenched interests within the federal bureaucracy,
where career officials and institutional inertia—often characterized as "deep state"
elements by administration allies—impede rapid placement of reform-minded

appointees aimed at restructuring agencies. [404]

Fiscal challenges include ongoing debt ceiling negotiations tied to budget
reconciliation efforts, where House Republicans proposed a $4.5 trillion deficit
increase for tax cuts offset by $1.7 trillion in spending reductions, though intra-
party divisions have complicated passage. 495 President Trump advocated
scrapping the debt limit entirely in June 2025 to avoid future brinkmanship, amid
projections that without cuts, national debt exceeds $36 trillion. 498! These
maneuvers leverage reconciliation to bypass filibusters for mandatory spending
reforms, targeting inefficiencies in programs like Medicaid, but face causal barriers

from long-standing budgetary entitlements and opposition to austerity measures.
[407]

Mainstream media coverage, characterized by systemic left-leaning bias in outlets

like CNN and The New York Times, has maintained an adversarial stance,
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amplifying shutdown narratives that attribute blame primarily to Republicans
despite bipartisan failures. 400! 4031 Trymp's approval ratings hover around
41-45% in October 2025 polls, steady amid the crisis, with Gallup reporting 41%
and Emerson at 45%, reflecting polarized public views where economic priorities

sustain support despite operational hurdles. [408] [409]

During his October 2025 Asia trip, including stops in Malaysia and Japan, Trump
engaged in impromptu press gaggles aboard Air Force One, fielding questions on
trade with China, Canada relations, and North Korea—demonstrating transparency
in real-time diplomacy amid domestic gridlock. 4% These interactions, contrasting
with prior administrations' more scripted approaches, highlight efforts to counter
perceptions of opacity while advancing deals, such as potential Xi Jinping
meetings, despite bureaucratic slowdowns at home.*" Overall, government
operations grapple with institutional resistance to overhaul, where first-principles
reforms encounter inertial forces from unelected officials prioritizing status quo

preservation over efficiency gains. [404]

Personal Life

Marriages and Family Dynamics

Donald Trump was married to lvana Trump from 1977 until their divorce in 1992,
during which they had three children: Donald Trump Jr., born in December 1977;
lvanka Trump, born in October 1981; and Eric Trump, born in January 1984, 412114131
His second marriage, to actress Marla Maples, occurred on December 20, 1993,
and resulted in the birth of their daughter Tiffany in October 1993; the couple
divorced in 1999. 41414151 Trymp married model Melania Knauss on January 22,
2005, at Bethesda-by-the-Sea Episcopal Church in Palm Beach, Florida; their son
Barron was born on March 20, 20086, in New York City. 416114171

Trump's children have demonstrated strong familial loyalty by integrating into his
business operations and political pursuits, positioning the family for succession.
Donald Trump Jr. and Eric Trump have managed the Trump Organization,
maintaining continuity in the family's real estate and hospitality holdings amid their

father's political focus. [#'8! lvanka Trump worked early in the family business
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before serving as an unpaid senior advisor in the White House from 2017 to 2021, a
role also held by her husband Jared Kushner as senior advisor; neither pursued
official positions in the second administration. 419! Tiffany Trump has made
occasional appearances at political events without formal campaign involvement,
while Barron, now attending New York University, has been kept largely private by

his parents. 42011421l

The family's cohesion has served as a political asset, with joint appearances and
surrogate campaigning by adult children bolstering Trump's 2016, 2020, and 2024
efforts; Donald Jr. and Eric, in particular, conducted frequent rallies and media
engagements to advance their father's agenda. (422114231 This emphasis on loyalty
extends to business succession, where sons Donald Jr. and Eric assumed

executive duties during Trump's first term, ensuring operational stability. (4241

Health, Lifestyle, and Philanthropy

Trump has abstained from alcohol and tobacco throughout his life, attributing this
to family history of alcoholism and personal preference. 425114261 His diet
emphasizes fast food such as McDonald's hamburgers and well-done steaks with
ketchup, alongside up to 12 Diet Cokes daily, while largely avoiding vegetables and
breakfast. 427 He maintains limited sleep of 4-5 hours per night and engages in
minimal formal exercise, viewing the body as having finite energy akin to a battery

that depletes with exertion. 42811429

Trump's primary physical activity involves golf, which he plays frequently at his
courses, providing cardiovascular benefits, flexibility, and stress reduction through
outdoor time without reliance on gym routines. (43011431 Annual physical
examinations have consistently reported robust health metrics. In April 2025, his
White House physician noted excellent cardiac, pulmonary, neurological, and
general physical function, with total cholesterol at 140 mg/dL. 432114331 An October
2025 checkup reaffirmed exceptional health, including strong cardiovascular and

neurological performance, following additional heart tests and vaccinations. [434]
[435]

In October 2020, Trump contracted COVID-19, underwent treatment including

remdesivir at Walter Reed National Military Medical Center from October 2-5, and

https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia

51di9l

declared full recovery by October 11, resuming public activities without reported

long-term effects. [43611437]

The Donald J. Trump Foundation, established in 1988, facilitated philanthropic
grants to various nonprofits prior to its court-ordered dissolution in 2019 following
a New York Attorney General lawsuit alleging misuse of funds for personal and
political purposes, including illegal self-dealing. 438114391 Trump personally paid $2
million in damages, with funds disbursed to eight charities, amid findings that
foundation assets were improperly used, such as in a 2016 veterans fundraiser

directed toward political ends. [44011441l

Public Image, Reception, and Legacy

Supporters of Donald Trump credit him with disrupting entrenched Washington
bureaucracies, often referred to as "draining the swamp," through appointments of
outsiders to key positions and investigations into alleged misconduct within
federal agencies, such as the FBIl's handling of the Russia probe, as detailed in the
Durham special counsel report which confirmed procedural irregularities and led to
limited indictments of involved parties like Michael Sussmann. They argue these
actions revived patriotic sentiments by prioritizing "America First" policies,
evidenced by initiatives like the creation of the Space Force on December 20, 2019,

to bolster national defense autonomy.

Economically, proponents highlight pre-COVID achievements, including the
addition of over 7 million jobs from 2017 to 2019 and a drop in the unemployment
rate to 3.5% by late 2019, the lowest in 50 years, with record lows for African
Americans at 5.4%, Hispanics at 3.9%, and Asian Americans at 2.2%. [42] Real
average hourly earnings rose by approximately 6.8% cumulatively from January
2017 to February 2020, with particular gains for lower-wage workers, as nominal
wage growth averaged 3-4% annually amid low inflation. The Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act of 2017 is cited for spurring GDP growth averaging 2.5% annually pre-

pandemic and increasing median household income to a record $68,703 in 2019.
[443]

In foreign policy, supporters praise the Abraham Accords, signed on September 15,
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2020, which normalized relations between Israel and the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Sudan, and Morocco, fostering economic ties projected to generate up to
$1 trillion in regional activity without requiring Israeli concessions on Palestinian
statehood, marking a departure from decades of stalled diplomacy. #44! The First
Step Act of 2018, enacted December 21, 2018, reformed federal sentencing by
retroactively reducing mandatory minimums for nonviolent drug offenses, resulting
in the release of over 3,000 inmates by 2020 and lower recidivism rates among
participants compared to non-affected populations. (4451 These outcomes are
viewed as empirical validations of Trump's pragmatic approach, contrasting with
narratives in mainstream media outlets, where studies document coverage
disparities such as 92% negative tone toward Trump across major networks from

2017 onward. [446]

Critics' Views and Media Narratives

Critics from progressive and Democratic circles have frequently portrayed Trump
as fostering racial divisiveness and racism through his rhetoric and policies, citing
statements on immigration, crime in minority communities, and responses to
events like the 2017 Charlottesville rally as evidence of tacit endorsement of white
nationalism. [#47l However, empirical measures of racial attitudes contradict the
narrative of heightened prejudice under his administration; surveys tracking white
Americans' expressed anti-Black and anti-Hispanic bias showed average prejudice
levels declining from 2016 to 2018, suggesting no causal surge in underlying
racism attributable to Trump. [448] Mainstream media outlets, which exhibit
systemic left-leaning bias in source selection and framing, amplified these

critiques, often prioritizing interpretive accusations over policy substance. 44!

A prominent example involved the narrative of Russian collusion in the 2016
election, which critics and outlets like CNN and MSNBC promoted as evidence of
Trump's illegitimacy, despite lacking predicate intelligence to justify the FBI's
Crossfire Hurricane investigation, as detailed in Special Counsel John Durham's
2023 report. 459 The Durham probe concluded that FBI leadership displayed
confirmation bias, failed to corroborate key Clinton campaign-linked allegations
from the Steele dossier, and rushed the probe without assessing alternative

explanations like foreign influence operations targeting Trump, underscoring how
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unverified claims drove years of media-driven scrutiny focused on Trump's
character rather than verifiable policy failings. Media Research Center analyses
quantified this skew, finding ABC, CBS, and NBC evening news coverage of Trump
at 91% negative during early 2018, with emphasis on personal scandals over
substantive governance critiques, a pattern attributable to institutional

homogeneity in newsrooms rather than proportional event coverage.

While some of Trump's rhetorical flourishes—such as hyperbolic characterizations
of opponents or events—contained overstatements that arguably exacerbated
partisan perceptions of incivility, these were often decontextualized by critics to fit
broader narratives of authoritarianism or bigotry, sidelining data-driven
assessments of outcomes like reduced illegal border crossings or criminal justice
reforms impacting minority incarceration rates. [451 This selective emphasis
reflects a causal dynamic where media echo chambers, influenced by academic
and journalistic biases favoring progressive priors, normalized personality-based
attacks, diminishing scrutiny of policy alternatives and contributing to polarized
public discourse independent of Trump's actual influence on empirical social

indicators. [492]

Polling Data and Empirical Assessments

Trump's job approval rating during his first presidency (2017-2021) averaged 41%
in Gallup polls, lower than most modern presidents but marked by partisan
consistency and occasional upticks tied to policy milestones and economic
indicators. [453 Approval briefly rose to 49% in February 2020, coinciding with
record-low unemployment and robust stock market gains before the COVID-19

onset. [453]

In the 2024 election, Trump secured a decisive mandate by winning 312 electoral
votes and the national popular vote—the first Republican popular vote victory since
George W. Bush in 2004—defeating Kamala Harris, who received 226 electoral
votes. [454] [455] Thjs dual triumph contrasted with his 2016 outcome, where he
prevailed in the Electoral College despite losing the popular vote by 2.1 percentage

points.

As of October 2025, early in his second term, Gallup records Trump's approval at
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41%, surpassing Joe Biden's term low of 36% in July 2024 and exceeding Biden's
overall average of 42.2%. 4081 14561 [457] Other polls, such as Emerson College,
show figures around 45%, reflecting stability amid ongoing economic and foreign

policy developments. 409!

Pre-COVID economic metrics under Trump's first term provide key legacy
benchmarks: unemployment reached 3.5% in February 2020, the lowest since July
1969; median household income hit $68,700 in 2019, a record high; and GDP
growth averaged 2.5% annually from 2017 to 2019. [#58! These indicators
positioned the economy as the strongest job market in over 50 years prior to the

pandemic, with poverty rates declining to 10.5% in 2019, the lowest in 60 years.
[458]

Metric Pre-COVID Peak Historical Context
(2019-2020)

Unemployment Rate 3.5% (Feb 2020) Lowest since 1969 [458]

GDP Growth (Annual 2.5% (2017-2019) Strongest non-recession expansion
Avg.) since early 2000s

Median Household $68,700 (2019) Record high, up 6.8% from 2018 [458]
Income

Cultural and Global Impact

Trump's advocacy and the associated MAGA movement spurred a domestic
cultural resurgence emphasizing traditional values, economic nationalism, and
resistance to progressive identity-based ideologies. Adherents framed MAGA as a
reclamation of pre-1960s American norms, prioritizing family structures,
meritocracy, and skepticism toward institutional expertise, which resonated amid
perceptions of elite-driven cultural erosion. This manifested in widespread
adoption of symbolic attire like red hats and rallies blending grievance with
communal pride, fostering a subculture that challenged dominant media narratives

on race, gender, and immigration. [4591[4601{461]

A core element involved pushback against "woke" frameworks, including
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termination of federal diversity, equity, and inclusion initiatives viewed as
discriminatory reverse engineering of outcomes by race and sex. Executive orders
in January 2025 explicitly ended such programs across government, redirecting
resources toward performance-based criteria and prompting private sector
reevaluations of corporate training mandates. This aligned with broader empirical
observations of backlash against perceived overreach in education and
entertainment, where surveys showed majority public opposition to mandatory DEI
in schools by 2024, [3401[462][463]

Trump's prolific social media engagement fundamentally disrupted legacy media's
gatekeeping role, enabling real-time dissemination of policy critiques and memes
that bypassed editorial filters. By 2016, his Twitter output averaged 10 posts daily,
cultivating a direct follower base exceeding 88 million and spawning viral formats
like "covfefe" that normalized irreverent political humor. This shift empowered
grassroots amplification, reducing reliance on adversarial outlets and correlating
with a 73% drop in election misinformation post-platform restrictions in 2021,

though it also coarsened discourse by incentivizing emotive, unnuanced rhetoric.
[464]

Internationally, Trump's model exported populist nationalism, influencing leaders in
Brazil and Europe to prioritize sovereignty over supranationalism. Jair Bolsonaro in
Brazil mirrored Trump's anti-elite attacks on academia and bureaucracy, sustaining
a transnational right-wing network through shared disinformation tactics during
the COVID-19 era. In Europe, parties like Italy's Brothers of Italy under Giorgia
Meloni adopted "America First"-style immigration curbs and tariff skepticism, with
Trump's 2024 reelection emboldening radical-right gains in 2025 elections despite

coalition constraints. [4651[466][467]

His tariff-centric trade paradigm recalibrated global views toward reciprocity and
strategic decoupling, particularly against China, prompting allies to impose
selective barriers. By mid-2025, over 60 countries faced U.S. tariff adjustments,
spurring bilateral deals with Japan, South Korea, and the EU that echoed Trump's
zero-sum framing, while Brazil and others restricted remanufactured imports in
alignment. This containment approach, emphasizing supply-chain resilience over

globalization, endured as a causal pivot, with empirical data showing slowed
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Chinese export growth to the U.S. by 20% from 2018-2020 baselines. [4681[382]1469]

These dynamics portend lasting realignments, with MAGA's anti-institutional ethos
persisting beyond individual leadership and fostering nostalgia for unapologetic
patriotism amid cultural fragmentation. Polling in 2025 revealed sustained
Republican majorities favoring reversals of progressive shifts, while global
populism metrics indicated replicated voter realignments around economic

protectionism in have-not demographics. [4701[47111472]

Controversies and Legal Issues

Business Practices and Ethics Claims

In 1973, the U.S. Department of Justice sued Trump Management Corporation,
owned by Fred and Donald Trump, alleging systematic racial discrimination against
Black prospective tenants in New York apartment complexes, including marking
applications from Black applicants with codes like "C" for "colored" and steering
them away from certain properties. 473! The suit, filed under the Fair Housing Act
of 1968, was settled in 1975 via a consent decree requiring the company to
implement fair housing training, advertise in minority media, and maintain records
of rental decisions, but it contained no admission of guilt or liability by the
defendants, and no fines were imposed. *”! Trump denied any discriminatory
intent, asserting the practices were standard industry responses to local
demographics and that the settlement avoided costly litigation without conceding

wrongdoing. [47]

Trump University, a for-profit real estate seminar business operating from 2005 to
2010, faced multiple class-action lawsuits in federal courts alleging it defrauded
students by promising insider real estate knowledge from Trump but delivering
generic content from unlicensed instructors, with promises of high returns that did
not materialize. [#741 In November 2016, shortly after the presidential election,
Trump agreed to a $25 million settlement covering claims from thousands of
former students, including $21 million to plaintiffs and the rest in fees and costs,
without any admission of wrongdoing or judicial determination of fraud. 475! [476]

The New York Attorney General's parallel fraud case was also resolved under the
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same terms, reflecting a common civil litigation strategy where settlements resolve
disputes efficiently absent criminal charges or proven deceit, as no regulatory

body had previously shut down the operation despite oversight. [474]

During Trump's presidency, lawsuits under the Emoluments Clauses alleged that
foreign and domestic government payments to Trump-owned properties, such as
the Trump International Hotel in Washington, D.C., violated constitutional bans on
presidents accepting unapproved benefits, with claims that events and stays
generated undue influence.””I These included a suit by the District of Columbia
and Maryland alleging over $150,000 in foreign patron payments, but federal
appeals courts dismissed several for lack of standing or merits, and the Supreme
Court in 2021 vacated lower rulings as moot post-presidency without addressing
constitutionality. (4781 [4791 Trump maintained divestment was unnecessary due to
blind trusts for other assets and public financial disclosures reporting hotel
revenues, which totaled hundreds of millions annually from various sources
including governments, but no court found violations, and such business

continuations align with precedents where presidents retained private enterprises.
[477]

Critics of Trump's practices often highlight these suits as patterns of ethical
lapses, yet empirically, no criminal convictions for fraud or discrimination resulted,
and settlements mirrored industry norms where high-profile entities resolve civil
claims to minimize disruption. 47! Positively, the Trump Organization's
developments—spanning skyscrapers like Trump Tower (completed 1983,
employing thousands in construction), casinos in Atlantic City, and golf resorts—
have driven economic activity, revitalizing properties like the Grand Hyatt New York
(opened 1980) and creating sustained jobs in hospitality, real estate management,
and tourism sectors across multiple states. [473] These projects, often involving
public-private partnerships, demonstrate operational efficiency, as evidenced by
the 1986 Wollman Rink renovation in Central Park, completed under budget and

ahead of schedule, saving taxpayers millions compared to city efforts. [4°!

Political Rhetoric and Accusations of Authoritarianism

https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

28/10/2025, 10:20



Donald Trump | Grokipedia https://grokipedia.com/page/Donald Trump

Trump's political rhetoric has drawn accusations of authoritarianism from critics,
who interpret phrases like his December 2023 statement during a Fox News town
hall—"l want to be a dictator on day one"—as evidence of dictatorial intent, though
he immediately qualified it as limited to closing the southern border and expanding
oil drilling before relinquishing such powers. [#801 Such claims, often amplified by
political scientists and media outlets, portray Trump's language as eroding
democratic norms, with surveys of scholars indicating a perceived slide toward
autocracy under his influence. 481 [482] However, these assessments frequently
rely on interpretive frameworks rather than empirical outcomes, and dissenting
experts argue that cultural polarization, not institutional capture, drives such

perceptions. [480]

In practice, Trump's tenure demonstrated adherence to constitutional constraints,
with no invocation of martial law despite civil unrest in 2020, countering rumors of
military overreach that fact-checks debunked as unfounded. 483! [484] Federal
courts repeatedly checked executive actions, such as revising the travel ban and
blocking the census citizenship question, while Congress impeached him twice—
outcomes that underscore the functionality of separation of powers rather than
their erosion. [4851 [486] Fgllowing the 2020 election, Trump authorized an "orderly
transition" on January 7, 2021, culminating in the peaceful handover of power to Joe
Biden on January 20, 2021, despite prior reluctance to concede amid fraud

allegations. 4871 [488]

Efforts to disqualify Trump under Section 3 of the 14th Amendment, citing his
alleged role in the January 6, 2021, Capitol events as an "insurrection," failed
constitutionally; the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously on March 4, 2024, that
states lack authority to enforce such bars against federal candidates, reserving
that power for Congress. 4891 [490] This outcome affirmed Trump's eligibility
without bypassing judicial review, contrasting with critics' predictions of
unchecked executive defiance. Trump's frequent reference to the Second
Amendment as a bulwark against tyranny further aligned his rhetoric with

constitutional federalism, emphasizing citizen sovereignty over centralized power.
[491]

Trump's extensive use of Twitter—over 25,000 posts during his presidency—
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enabled direct appeals to the electorate, circumventing traditional media
intermediaries often viewed by supporters as biased gatekeepers, thereby
fostering a form of unfiltered public discourse akin to plebiscitary elements in
democracy. 4921 [493] \Whijle detractors labeled this "governance by tweet" as
undermining institutions, it prompted real-time public pressure on bureaucracy
without suspending habeas corpus or declaring emergencies beyond statutory
bounds, such as the 2019 border declaration later partially upheld and rescinded.
Hyperbolic elements in Trump's style, acknowledged even by allies as rhetorical
flourishes, mirrored escalations from opponents—Ilike calls to "abolish" agencies or
pack the Supreme Court—yet lacked corresponding empirical power grabs, as

institutional guardrails remained intact. [494] [495]

Election Integrity Disputes and Investigations

Following the 2020 presidential election, Donald Trump and his supporters raised
disputes over vote counting procedures in several battleground states, citing
statistical anomalies, procedural lapses, and large batches of mail-in ballots
reported late at night that disproportionately favored Joe Biden. Videos from
election night in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Detroit, Michigan, and Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, captured instances of substantial vote updates around 3-4 a.m. ET,
with over 140,000 ballots added in Milwaukee alone shifting heavily toward Biden,
prompting claims of improper "ballot dumps" without observers present. [49611257]
These updates were later attributed to the processing of absentee ballots under
state laws allowing delayed reporting, though critics argued the timing and lack of

real-time transparency fueled suspicions of irregularities. (496!

Audits and forensic reviews in key states uncovered specific operational flaws but
did not alter certified outcomes. In Michigan's Antrim County, a hand recount
revealed an initial 6,000-vote error in Dominion Voting Systems tabulation—
flipping from Trump to Biden—traced to a clerical update failure rather than
intentional fraud, though the report warned of broader Dominion vulnerabilities
warranting decertification in the state. 497! Arizona's Maricopa County audit,
conducted by Cyber Ninjas at the Republican-led Senate's direction, identified
issues like 57,000 potential duplicate ballots and unsecured chain-of-custody logs

but ultimately widened Biden's margin by 360 votes, with no evidence of fraud
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sufficient to overturn results. “98] Georgia's hand recount confirmed Biden's win,
though surveillance footage from State Farm Arena showed poll workers pulling
ballot bins from under tables after observers left, later explained as standard
procedure for delayed absentee processing but contested for lacking bipartisan
oversight. Over 60 lawsuits challenging results were dismissed, primarily for
procedural reasons or lack of standing, without probing underlying merits in most

cases. [499]

Private funding from Mark Zuckerberg and Priscilla Chan via the Center for Tech
and Civic Life (CTCL) drew scrutiny for potentially skewing administration toward
Democratic strongholds. The couple donated $350 million to CTCL, which
disbursed grants to nearly 2,500 jurisdictions, with funds enabling expanded drop
boxes and staffing in urban areas that voted heavily Democratic, comprising over
90% of total grants in some analyses. (50011501 |nyestigations, including by state
attorneys general, found no direct illegality but highlighted uneven distribution—
e.g., $8.1 million to Philadelphia versus minimal to rural GOP areas—raising
concerns over influence on turnout logistics absent federal aid. %92 Dominion
Voting Systems faced probes into its software after Antrim's errors and claims of
remote access risks, but federal and state reviews, including by CISA, deemed no
widespread manipulation occurred, though cybersecurity expert J. Alex Halderman

later demonstrated general Dominion vulnerabilities like unlocked ports in court.
[503][504]

The House Select Committee investigating January 6, 2021, faced accusations of
bias in examining Trump's election challenges, with released transcripts revealing
withheld exculpatory testimony—such as Secret Service agents denying claims of
Trump lunging for the "nuclear football"—and selective editing to emphasize
incendiary narratives. 505115061 A Republican-led House Administration
Subcommittee report alleged the committee deleted records and prioritized
partisan storytelling over full context, including witness statements contradicting
Cassidy Hutchinson's hearsay on Trump's steering wheel incident. 971 Special
Counsel John Durham's 2023 report on the FBI's 2016 Crossfire Hurricane probe—
tied to Trump's broader "deep state" interference claims—criticized the bureau for
confirmation bias, reliance on unverified Steele dossier tips, and failure to

corroborate Clinton campaign-linked intelligence, eroding public trust in federal
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handling of election-related investigations without yielding new indictments. [504]
[508]

For the 2024 election, Trump's campaign emphasized preemptive transparency
measures, demanding enhanced poll watcher access, voter roll purges, and federal
oversight of mail-in processes, which states implemented via expanded monitoring
and litigation settlements. [509] The DOJ, under Trump's administration, requested
detailed voter data from multiple states to verify rolls, prompting bipartisan
pushback but resulting in no certified disputes or recounts altering outcomes, with
Trump's victory certified without legal challenges overturning results. (510151
Despite persistent skepticism from 2020, empirical reviews affirmed procedural
adherence, though critics noted heightened scrutiny deterred potential

irregularities. [5121

Classified Documents and Other Probes

In August 2022, the FBI searched Donald Trump's Mar-a-Lago residence,
recovering over 100 classified documents, including materials related to national
defense and nuclear capabilities, which Trump had retained after leaving office in
January 2021.15%8 Trump was indicted in June 2023 on 40 felony counts, including
violations of the Espionage Act for willful retention of national defense information
and obstruction of justice, with prosecutors alleging he knowingly concealed
documents from investigators despite repeated requests from the National
Archives to return them. 813 Defense arguments centered on Trump's presidential
authority to declassify materials and lack of proven mens rea, as Department of
Justice standards for Espionage Act prosecutions typically require evidence of

intentional unlawful retention without authorization, not mere possession. 514

The case highlighted disparities in enforcement compared to similar incidents
involving political opponents. Hillary Clinton maintained a private email server as
Secretary of State containing over 100 emails with classified information, yet FBI
Director James Comey declined prosecution in 2016, citing insufficient evidence of
intent despite "extreme carelessness." 518! President Joe Biden's garages and
offices yielded classified documents from his vice presidency; special counsel

Robert Hur's February 2024 report found evidence of willful retention but
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recommended no charges, attributing decisions to Biden's cooperation and
prosecutorial discretion amid his portrayal as an "elderly man with a poor
memory." 283! Vice President Mike Pence similarly returned discovered documents
without charges. %! Critics, including legal analysts, pointed to selective
prosecution, noting Trump's alleged obstruction—such as hiding boxes—as a key
differentiator cited by special counsel Jack Smith, though empirical patterns
suggest security risks from mishandling classified material were real across cases

but prosecuted unevenly based on political context. 517

U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon dismissed the indictment in July 2024, ruling
Smith's appointment as special counsel unconstitutional under Appointments
Clause precedents. [5'8 Following Trump's victory in the November 2024
presidential election, the Department of Justice dropped the case in line with its
policy against prosecuting a sitting president, ending the probe without trial; Smith

issued a final report in January 2025 detailing investigative findings but closing the
matter, (519115201

Other federal probes into Trump, such as the Mueller investigation into Russian
election interference, yielded no evidence of conspiracy or coordination between
the Trump campaign and Russia, despite extensive scrutiny of contacts and two-
year effort concluding in March 2019.152 The probe's origins traced partly to the
Steele dossier, a 2016 opposition research file compiled by former British spy
Christopher Steele and funded by the Clinton campaign and DNC via Fusion GPS;
many claims, including salacious allegations of kompromat, were later discredited,
with key sub-source Igor Danchenko acquitted in 2022 of lying to the FBI but trial
evidence revealing fabricated elements and unverified hearsay. 22 These
investigations, while uncovering Russian meddling unrelated to Trump collusion,
exemplified broader patterns of resource-intensive probes with inconsistent
outcomes, underscoring debates over prosecutorial equity absent clear criminal

thresholds like proven mens rea. 23]
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